THIS CHRISTIAN EDUCATIONAL TOOL IS DEDICATED...

For as long as I can remember, my father, Dr. Paul E.
Paino, was committed to the next generation. He is known
across the country in evangelical circles as the “Sunday
School Fanatic™!

This manual is the result of the passion Dad had for provid-
ing biblical instruction for children of all ages. The con-
cept of developing a concise program whereby a child
could be exposed to the Scripture in a way that would be
relevant to this age is demonstrated in the material that is
here presented.

Due to modern technology, twelve volumes and thousands
of pages have been formatted into CDs that can be held in
your hand and easily accessible around the world!

Although Dad accessed Heaven in 2005, his vision and pas-
sion for this project lives on. I am sure that this latest step
in making this material available around the world joys his
heart.

It is only appropriate to acknowledge those who have
worked steadfastly to provide this new vehicle of sharing
this material. Ann Liechty, Carol Kutzner, Alice Baxter,
and Curt Monk have labored immensely to complete this
challenge. It has not been without difficulties, but they
have refused to give in until the work was done...and they
have succeeded!

Our prayer is that, as you use this material, you will be
anointed by the Holy Spirit to touch the lives of those who
hear it, for eternity.

Dr. Paul C. Paino
General Overseer-CMI
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Introduction

The following comments and suggestions are presented to help you better utilize The

1. The curriculum for grades 1 through 8 contains 51 lessons per grade level. There is no
lesson for the 52nd week of the year. This is “Switch Week,” when students are
promoted from one class to the next. Due to the time involved in moving students to
their new classes, we recommend using this class session to welcome the new students,
to introduce teachers and workers and to acquaint students with how the class will
operate.

The curriculum for grades 9 through 12 contains 52 lessons per grade level and includes
an outline for “Switch Week.”

2. The curriculum has been designed to be very flexible. It works equally well in graded
and non-graded settings. (In a “graded” program, there is a separate class for each grade
level. In a “non-graded” program, two or more grade levels are combined to make one
class.)

If you operate a graded program, rotate the lessons in each class on a one-year cycle. At
the end of the year, students are promoted to the next grade level and will be exposed to
a new set of lessons.

If you operate a non-graded program, you can receive the full benefit of the curriculum
without any reorganization of your Sunday School. Simply rotate the lessons in each
class on a one-, two-, three-, or four-year cycle. For example, if students in grades one
through three meet in the same class, you would rotate the lessons on a three-year
cycle. The first year you use the curriculum, teach the lessons in Volume 1; the second
year, lessons from Volume 2; the third year, lessons from Volume 3. Then, in the
fourth year, begin again with the lessons in Volume 1.

3. The curriculum is designed to run from July through June. The starting date for Lesson
1 is the first Sunday in July. If you are implementing the curriculum at another time
during the year, simply count forward from the first Sunday in July to determine the
beginning lesson. For example, if you implement the curriculum on the first Sunday in
January, you would begin with Lesson 26.

4. Easter lessons should be moved in your manual to begin two weeks prior to Easter
Sunday. There should be three Easter lessons for grades 1 through 8.

5. You may need to adjust the lessons for other special days (Mothers’ Day, Fathers’ Day,
Christmas, etc.) depending upon how these holidays fall in the current calendar.

6. There is no established schedule for using the life-related stories. Simply insert them
into lessons where you feel they are appropriate. It is helpful to repeat the life-related
stories during the year to reinforce the lessons they teach.
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7. It is recommended that each teacher receive a copy of this volume, including all the
instructional materials in sections one through seven. This will help each teacher to be
well-informed and prepared for their responsibilities in the classroom.

8. The lesson outlines in section eight are not designed to be read in class. Teachers
should use the outlines to prepare their own presentation. The curriculum manual
should not be brought into the classroom and should never be used in front of the
class. Instead, use the Bible as you teach. It is important that the students be aware you
are teaching from God’s Word and not from a manual!
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Section 1 : Welcome To Our Ministry Team

To Our Co-Laborers in the Work of the Ministry

Welcome to the ministry team of the School of the Bible. To be effective leaders
and ministers of the Gospel, it is important to understand these basic principles:

CALLING:  Who we are in relation to where God has placed
us in teaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

CHARGE:  Our response to the call of God on our lives.

COMMITMENT:  Our resolve to give our whole heart to obeying
that charge.

CREDIBILITY:  Our personal and ethical qualifications to fulfill
our assigned task “as unto the Lord.”

We are grateful for your faithfulness in working with us, and we are
committed to the task of equipping you as God enables us.

Please read and study this material carefully; fill in the blanks; and sign your
name.
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Section 1

Welcome To Our Ministry Team

Our Calling

All Christians are called to be separate
from the world -- to be God’s people in a
God-rejecting culture. We are called to be
worshippers whose goal is to please God,
rather than heathens who live to please
themselves. (Isaiah 43:21) We are called to
be God’s children, His servants, His
disciples, His dwelling, His bride, His body.
Jesus called us the “salt of the earth” and
the “light of the world.” God has called us
to communicate the ethics and the essence
of the kingdom of God in our lifestyle and
love for people.

The Greek word for “church” is
“ecclesia,” which means “called-out ones.”
The root word is “klesis,” a “calling or
invitation.” God has set us apart to live in
this world unto Him and for Him, with a
view to eternity with Him. God has
assigned to us a specific purpose and
responsibility in the work of the harvest of
souls.

As God’s church we are called and
commissioned, both individually and
corporately. Each of us must know God
personally and individually and be
accountable to Him as servants. We are
also called together as members of a
functioning corporate body. This is a
practical reality. We are “partakers
together” and “co-laborers with Christ.”
We submit to one another in the fear of
the Lord, knowing that none of us has it
all or sees the whole picture. God gives us
special gifts to be used for building up the
whole group. Each of us has weaknesses
and strengths, and we need to be
interdependent upon one another.

The calling of a teacher is clearly set
forth in scripture as a specific commission
to chosen, mature believers. This calling is
not based on our ambition, but on God’s
sovereign choice. It is not based on our
ability, for God will enable us to do the
task He has appointed us to do for Him.
Not all of us are called to a full-time
pastoral or apostolic ministry, but our
calling is just as real to the Lord. We need
to recognize that our calling is from God,
confirmed through apostolic authority
(pastoral leadership) and by the evidence
of a supernatural ability to do it well as we
“grow in grace.”

To serve in any calling is a wonderful
privilege, and we need to recognize from
God’s Word that it is:

A HIGH CALLING.

“...this one thing I do, forgetting
those things which are behind, and
reaching forth unto those things
which are before, I press toward the
mark for the prize of the high
calling of God in Christ Jesus.”
. (Philippians 3:13-14)

A HOLY CALLING.

God “...hath saved us, and called us
with an holy calling, not according
to our works, but according to his
own purpose and grace....” (2
Timothy 1:9)
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A HEAVENLY CALLING.

Wherefore, holy  brethren,
partakers of the heavenly calling,
consider the Apostle and High
Priest of our profession, Christ
Jesus; who was faithful to him that
appointed him,....” (Hebrews 3:1-2)

A HOPEFUL CALLING.
Paul’s prayer:

“That...God...may give unto you
the spirit of wisdom and
revelation...the eyes of your
understanding being enlightened;
that ye may know what is the hope
of his calling, and what the . riches
of the glory of his inheritance in
the saints, and what is the
exceeding greatness of his power to

us-ward who believe,....”
(Ephesians 1:17-19)
A HUMBLE CALLING.

“For ye see your calling, brethren,
how that not many wise men after
the flesh, not many mighty, not
many noble, are called:...that no
flesh should glory in His presence.
But of Him are ye in Christ
Jesus....” (1 Corinthians 1:26, 29-30)

Humility is the deep awareness of our
constant need for God’s strength and
help in life’s situations. People who are
“gifted” with special abilities or
intellect in some areas are tempted to
trust in their natural talent. When they
do, they become ineffective in the work
of the ministry, because they are

operating in the realm and resources of
the flesh.

Questions To Be Considered As We
Pursue A Teaching Ministry In The
Local Church

Did God call me to teach?

If you believe God has called you to
teach, then do it “as unto the Lord.” Do
not faint because of fear, weariness, or hurt
feelings. Realize you are where God wants
you to be; He has placed you there; and He
has equipped you for the task. If you are
not where God wants you to be, He will
start working in you to put you where He
wants you to be.

What group am I called to teach?

God has been preparing you to minister
to a certain age group. Seek His direction
through prayer, fasting, scripture, and
counseling of your pastor. Be ready to
serve. Let God open the door for you. Do
not try to force it open yourself. God is
responsible for the breadth of your
ministry. You are responsible for the depth
of it. As nearly as possible, focus on the
group God has given to you and give them
your heart.

Has the pastoral leadership
confirmed this calling and agreed to
oversee this work?

Any ministry to the flock of God must
be yielded to and under the authority of
the pastor of the flock. God will bear
witness to your calling through the
pastoral leadership of the church.
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Am I called as a part of this local
assembly of believers?

If you believe you have been called,
then be faithful to your church and your
pastor; cultivate and nurture an
unshakable love for them.

Am I a team player?
When it is beneficial to the group, am I

willing to step back and let someone else
take a more dominant role and lead?

What part of the work am I
specifically called of God to perform?

When your work is identified, then
strive for excellence in it. Do it “heartily as
unto the Lord, and not unto men;....”
(Colossians 3:23)
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Our Charge

Teaching is a vital part of the Great
Commission to believers. We are
commanded to teach all “nations”
(“ethnos” -- people groups) about the
Christian walk and witness. The word
“teach,” used by Jesus in His charge to His
disciples in Matthew 28:19, is actually the
word “matheteuo,” which means
“disciple, to enroll as a scholar.” Our
commission is to communicate and
distribute information, to mold lives, to
inform, and to inspire. We are called to
teach and train disciples.

As teachers, we have the privilege of
working with and for the pastor to
strengthen the work of the gospel in this
city, and to bless families by imparting
Christian values to their children. We also
see ourselves as workers with the parents,
encouraging them in their role as the
primary spiritual influence in the lives of
their children.

In order to educate children effectively,
there are several biblical principles we
need to remember:

A child’s life is molded and affected
most by what he is exposed to every
day.

In Deuteronomy 6:6-9, God, through
Moses, instructed the Israelites to teach
their children diligently the things of God
throughout the day, and to have many
reminders of spiritual truths in their
homes and throughout their culture.

When the Sunday School first started
in America, many Christian leaders had
strong reservations about the whole
program, because they were concerned that
parents would tend to leave the spiritual
training of their children to the Sunday
School and neglect spiritual training at
home. To be effective, you must inspire
and influence beyond the one hour
teaching session, lead children to a daily
walk with God, and help impart vision to
parents for daily family devotions,
Christian music, and a spiritual
atmosphere at home.

A good teacher will inspire more than
inform.

The joy of the Lord is more caught than
taught. If you have measles and teach all
day on mumps, what will you be most
likely to impart?

Most of the effort of a good teacher is

outside the classroom.

Some of the activities teachers should
pursue outside of the classroom include:

¢ Prayer;

* Preparation;

® Personal visitation;

¢ Practice (music, skits, etc.);
* Persistent Bible study;

* Purity in lifestyle as an example.
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Teams are more effective than
individual efforts.

“Two {are) better than one; because
they have a good reward for their
labour. For if they fall, the one will
lift up his fellow: but woe to him
{that is} alone when he falleth; for
{he hath} not another to help him
up. Again, if two lie together, then
they have heat: but how can one be
warm {alone}? And if one prevail
against him, two shall withstand
him; and a threefold cord is not
quickly broken.”

(Ecclesiastes 4:9-12)

We are soldiers under authority.

Our purpose is to complement and
strengthen the vision of this local church.
We must always encourage loyalty to the
church and honor to the pastor. God will
give direction for the church to the pastor.
It is our responsibility to support the
pastor in the vision God has given to him.

Our purpose is to change lives by
stimulating children with a sense of
vision and destiny.

Our message is not only, “I can go to
heaven when I die,” but also that “God
made me for a special purpose: to bless
Him in my life and worship; to help other
Christians; and to win lost people to
Jesus.”

The charge to Joshua was to love the
Word. '

“This book of the law shall not
depart out of thy mouth; but thou
shalt meditate therein day and
night, that thou mayest observe to
do according to all that is written
therein: for then thou shalt make
thy way prosperous, and then thou
shalt have good success.”

(Joshua 1:8)

Paul’s charge to Timothy:

» Stir up the gift of God within you. (2
Timothy 1:6-7)

God gave us spiritual enablements, but
it is up to us to focus on and stimulate
those gifts, because ”...God hath not
given us the spirit of fear; but of power,
and of love, and of a sound mind.”

e B ier in
Timothy 2:4)

‘s army. (2

Do not get entangled with the affairs of
this life. Be a good businessman or
worker, but do not let vocational or
recreational pursuits control your life
to the point that you are too “tied up”
to serve the Lord.

* Flee youthful lusts. (2 Timothy 2:22)

Do not just avoid sexual temptation,
run from it. Try not to expose yourself
to anything that will arouse your mind
to lustful thoughts.

* Pray for those in authority over you. (1
Timothy 2:1-2)

10
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reme ef rself
n . (2 Timothy 2:15)

If you are a hard worker, you will not
be ashamed. A teacher who is a faithful
worker will rightly divide the Word of
God.

1 n rofan
i . (1 Timothy 1:4, 2
Timothy 2:16)

“The fear of the LORD is the beginning
of wisdom,....” (Psalms 111:10) and so
secular material has no wisdom to
impart. Avoid worldly, fabricated
heroes and stories. Communicate
wisdom and understanding through
Bible stories and characters, life
experiences, and true-to-life stories.
The purpose of secularized education is
to create a perspective in children’s
minds that man is an end unto
himself, and that God is unimportant

in the overall scheme of life. Our
purpose is to communicate the truth
that God is the center of our life, our
hope, our purpose, and our daily walk.

There are thr ic_char r Is to

keep in mind when you teach: (1
Timothy 1:5)

(1) Charity -- selfless love -- out of a
pure heart, which is a heart that is not
polluted with selfishness and
willfulness.

(2) A good conscience, which is a spirit
that is sensitive to motives or actions
that are not pleasing to God.

(3) Unfeigned faith. This is honest
faith that is not just “faith in the faith
message,” but wholehearted trust in
God, even when we do not understand
the process. Job said, “Though he slay
me, yet will I trust in him:....” (Job
13:15)

I have carefully and prayerfully read this charge, and I receive it as from the Lord. I will
diligently seek to fulfill the calling and obey the charge as God gives the grace to me to do it.

Comments:

Signature Date:
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10.

11.

12,

13.

My Commitment

I will pray faithfully for the class, as I take the responsibility, as from the Lord, very
seriously. Without His anointing and supernatural help, I realize I cannot be effective.

I will be faithful to attend at least 48 classes per year. I will arrive in the room 30
minutes before starting time to greet the students and prepare for the meeting.

I will be diligent to prepare myself and the lesson ahead of time.

I am committed to the pastor and to his vision for the church. I am a soldier under
authority and a reliable member of the ministry team of this local church.

I will faithfully attend at least two regular services here every week, in addition to
attending the Sunday School hour.

I am a tither. I will give the first tenth of all my income to this local church in
obedience to the Lord and as a reminder that I belong to the Lord Jesus Christ.

I am committed to winning the lost to Jesus Christ and to teaching and training my
students to remain true to God as long as they live.

I will regularly visit the families of the students to whom I am assigned, especially
those families with special needs.

. I regard myself as being a member of a ministry team. If I see a special problem, I will

help, if I can; or, I will notify those in leadership who are qualified to minister to the
need.

I will reach out promptly to those in my charge who are absent or hurting.

I will be regular in my personal and family devotions to keep my heart and house in
order and my focus on the things of God.

As a teacher, I am eager to receive training and instruction. I trust God to build my
character and skills through the insights of those He has placed over me in this
ministry.

When misunderstandings or interpersonal conflicts arise, I will go to the person with
whom I have a problem and privately and quickly make every effort to restore a good
relationship. I purpose to avoid being any part of gossip or backbiting, either as a
listener or a giver of negative talk about a fellow Christian.
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14. T am committed to growing in the pursuit of excellence in my work for the Lord. I will
seek training when I have the opportunity, and will be the best I can be at my assigned
tasks. : )

“Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might, for there is no work, nor
device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom in the grave wither thou goest.” (Ecclesiastes
9:10)

Comments:

Signature Date:

14 ©1995 Paul E. Paino Ministries, Inc.



Section 1 Welcome To Our Ministry Team

Name: Telephone:

Address:

City:

My Credibility

State:_______ Zip Code:

Birthdate: Check One: [ ]Male [ ]Female

Marital Status: Ages of Children:
Employer: Work Phone:

1.

N S e N

10.

11.

12,

13.

When were you born again?

Did you experience genuine repentance and faith toward God?

When were you baptized in water?

When did you receive the baptism in the Holy Spirit?

As a Spirit-filled believer, do you pray in tongues?

Do you read the Bible and pray daily?

What is your primary vocation?

What specific skills have you developed that could benefit a Sunday School program?

Have you ever been convicted of any crime (other than driving or parking violations)?

Do you have a criminal record? If so, please explain on the reverse side.

What education or degrees do you have?

How long have you tithed consistently to this local church?

Are you willing to receive instruction/correction from the pastors or supervisors?

Do you know of any personal difficulty or problem that might hinder you from being
effective in the work of this ministry to children?
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Write any additional comments or explanations here:

Signature Date:
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My Goals As a Worker In the School of the Bible

10.
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Section 2

Personnel Job Descriptions

Using the Personnel Job Descriptions

This manual is designed to provide
instructions and helps in order to assist
churches and schools in developing an
effective Bible training program. The
charts and lists included in this section are
intended to be guidelines. Only in rare
circumstances can they be duplicated
exactly. The absolutes are all in the Bible.
Biblical principles will work in any culture
or time.

We strongly encourage developing
ministry teams, rather than having a
single teacher in the class. Every Bible class
should have at least two members on the
teaching team, even if the class is small. A
team is able to generate more excitement,
pray more effectively, and minister more
comprehensively than one person. This is
a biblical principle. Two are indeed better
than one.

The job descriptions in this section
define the responsibilities of the members
of an effective ministry team. Sometimes,
it may be necessary for a few people to
fulfill several responsibilities in the class.
However, as the class grows, these
responsibilities can be delegated to new
leaders as they join the ministry team.

It is also important to establish a clear
line of authority in the School of the Bible.

Confusion reigns when there is more than
one person thinking they are in charge.
The larger the body, the more
responsibility needs to be delegated, and
the more authority needs to be established
on multiple levels. Everyone needs to
know to whom they answer, and who has
the responsibility to make the final
decisions. The pastor is clearly the leader,
and needs to have people under his
direction who will take the responsibility
for creating order and discipline in each
class. Then, when there is a difference of
opinion, these people graciously defer to
him as the leader. One of the most
important lessons we learn in Christian
ministry is that we must have servants’
hearts in order to make it work. Ambition
and politics destroy the effectiveness of
any ministry team.

Each of us in the family of God has a
job to do. We need enough information to
do it well. We also need to be a part of
something that is bigger than we are; and
we need help and encouragement along
the way. This section is a tool for Christian
leaders to help develop the specific
program that will best meet the needs of
the people.
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School of the Bible Flowchart

Pastor

Christian Education
Commission

Christian Education
Director

Adult Education
Administrator
Seniors, Singles,
Adult Elective Classes

Youth Dept.
Administrator

College
High School

Primary Dept.
Administrator
Grades 1 and 2

Junior High
Administrator -
Grades 7 and 8

Preschool Dept.
Administrator
Ages4and 5

Junior Dept.
Administrator
Grades 5 and 6

Nursery
Administrator
Ages2and 3

Middler Dept.
Administrator
Grades 3 and 4

Toddler's Nursery
Administrator
Agel

Infant Nursery
Administrator
Birth to Age 1
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Junior Department Flowchart
Pastor
Christian Education
Commission
Christian Education
Director
Junior Department
Administrator
5th Grade East 5th Grade West 6th Grade East 6th Grade West
Coordinator Coordinator Coardinator Coordinator
Teacher Teacher Teacher Teacher
Musician Musician Musician Musician
Worker Worker Worker Worker
Secretary Secretary Secretary Secretary
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Administrator
(Department Head)
Job Description

The Administrator is responsible for the overall function of a department consisting of
several classes. In order to achieve an effective and fruitful team ministry, Class
Coordinators and Teachers will be under the supervision and guidance of the
Administrator, with a view of strengthening the families and the general ministry of the
local church.

A. Supervision.

1.
2.

Oversee the Class Coordinators.

Make certain that a leader for every class is present.

. Encourage the workers to be punctual, neatly and appropriately dressed, and

friendly.

Be in the hall 30 minutes before the classes begin to greet the teachers and students
as they arrive.

Check around to see if there are any physical problems with the building which
need to be corrected before the class begins. (Roof leaks, electrical problems, etc.)

Be sensitive to the needs of your teachers. Encourage and pray for any of them who
are experiencing personal hardships.

Know each class team and be ready to step in and oversee a class if the Coordinator’s
post has not been filled. '

Make sure the records are being handled correctly, and that the offerings are going to
the department secretary with correct designations.

Take an active role in promotions and help stimulate interest and growth in the
classes.
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B. Teacher Training.

1.

Conduct regular training sessions for your teaching teams, either as a department, or
in conjunction with other departments.

Make every member of the group aware of the specific teaching goals of the class,
both long and short term.

Share your ideas for improving the classes, and listen to the ideas of the Class
Coordinators and Teachers with respect and appreciation.

Encourage friendship and fellowship among the people in your department.

Discuss available, new materials and teaching aids, and continually promote
creativity, excitement, and the best audio-visual materials you can use.

Minister to the Class Coordinators under your supervision. Visit them as they visit
those in their charge. Pray for and with them.

C. Discipline.

1.

2.

Be aware of any major discipline problems in the classes.
Be ready to handle any special discipline with which the Coordinator needs help.

If a child, who has become disruptive in class, is brought to you for correction, make
every effort to locate at least one of the child’s parents before attempting to discipline
the child yourself.

NEVER spank or strike a child. Leave that up to the parents. Use physical restraint
only if the child is a physical threat to someone. If a child is a consistent source of
disruption to his class, you may find it necessary to suspend him. But, realize that
disruptive anti-social behavior is a sure indication of severe personal and spiritual
problems. Make sure that child is visited several times at home by teachers or others
who are competent to minister to families, unless the family declines the offer of
help. '

28
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Class Coordinator
(Class Leader)
Job Description

The Class Coordinator is directly responsible to the department Administrator. While
having the primary responsibility for the class, the Coordinator serves as the leader of the
teaching team in each classroom of the School of the Bible.

A. Attend Special Meetings of Leaders.
1. Keep informed on current developments and programs that relate to your class.
2. Share ideas and information with other Coordinators.

3. Receive information, encouragement, and ideas from the Christian Education
Director, Pastor, or Administrator.

4. Pray with the other members of the teaching team.

5. Plan for the expansion and improvement of the School of the Bible ministry.

B. Supervise Training of the Teaching Team.

1. Class council meetings.
a. Conduct a special meeting with all of your workers at least once each quarter.
b. Discuss ideas for improvements in the class.

c. Share information from the Coordinators” meetings that is relevant to your
team.

d. Discuss long- and short-term goals for the class.

e. Discuss and try to resolve any problems encountered in the class. Resolve any
interpersonal conflicts quickly.

f. These meetings could be conducted in one of the homes with fellowship or a
shared meal.
2. Assign responsibilities for each class session at least 10 days in advance.

a. Require each worker to report on the assignment plans and make sure each
segment coordinates with the class theme.

b. Have each worker obtain and prepare props and teaching aids ahead of time.

©1995 Paul E. Paino Ministries, Inc. 29



Class Coordinator Volume 5

3. Lead the group in goal-setting.
a. Attendance goals.
b. Offering goals.
c. Spiritual goals.
d. Visitation goals.

4. Lesson objectives.
a. “Quarterly objectives”: Outline what you want to communicate for the quarter.

b. “Unit” objectives (usually 4 weeks).
c. Weekly aim (theme for this session).

5. Work with the team to plan special events, parties, field trips, service projects, etc.
a. Make specific assignments and divide responsibilities.
b. Fill out and submit the activity form to the Christian Education Director.

6. Lead the team in prayer before the class begins each Sunday.

C. Help Nurture the Spiritual Well-Being of Each Member of the Class.

1. Know the students personally, and be sensitive to their emotional and spiritual
needs.

2. Be prepared to counsel on a one-to-one basis, if needed.

3. Set a godly example in your personal lifestyle and disposition.

D. Supervise the Care of the Classroom.
1. Never use tape, thumbtacks or nails on the walls or tape on windows. Use stick-tack.
2. In rooms with drop ceilings, light-weight objects may be hung from the ceiling grids.
Remove outdated decorations.

Turn off lights after class.

LI

Make sure trash is picked up and put in the wastebasket.

*

Report maintenance problems to the Christian Education office.
7. Erase the chalkboards. Never use water on a chalkboard.

8. Arrange the chairs neatly.
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E. Storage Cabinet.
1. Clean out the storage cabinet frequently.
2. Do not store food in the room or cabinet. It will draw all sorts of insects.

3. Be conscious of any fire hazard or clutter.

F. Classroom Discipline Problems.
1. The Class Coordinator is responsible for handling any normal discipline problems
in the class with patience and consideration for the well-being of the group.
a. Never discipline a student with ridicule.
b. Never strike a student.

c. Convey love and acceptance while trying to determine the reason for the
uncooperative or harmful behavior.

d. If possible, take a disruptive student aside and try to determine the nature of the
problem. Be careful not to convey rejection by saying, “You are a bad child,” or “I
do not know what I am going to do with you.”

e. Never leave a student standing or sitting alone in the hall.
2. Severe discipline problems should be referred to the child’s father or mother if they
are available. :

a. If the respective parent is not in the building, the Administrator should handle
the problem.

b. The Administrator should call the parents as quickly as possible.

¢. The Administrator should give the child some personal attention and seek to
discover the real problem behind the behavior, so he can minister to the need.

G. Coordinate and Lead the Visitation Program.
1. Assign a few of the students to each worker on the team.
2. Have each worker keep in touch with and continue to encourage each student
assigned to them.
a. Birthday cards.
b. Phone calls.
c¢. Visits in the home.

d. Regular prayer for each one.
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3. Organize regular visitations to the students.
a. Select a specific day, and get brief written reports.
b. Go with a new worker to show them how to make an effective home visit.

c. Make visitation an integral part of the Sunday School ministry program.

4. Be aware of absentees.

a. Contact missing students on a regular basis by writing, phone calls, and
visitation.

b. If a student has been absent for more than 6 weeks, and every effort has been
made to encourage them to return, contact your Administrator for approval to
remove the name from the rolls.

c. No name should be removed without the Administrator’s approval. It is the
Coordinators’ responsibility to keep track of extended absentees and not allow
them to remain on the records, if they have not indicated that they will be
returning soon.

d. Keep a record of the name, address, and phone number of each student whose
name has been deleted and contact each one again within 3 months.
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Teacher
Job Description

A. Communicate the Word of God to the Hearts and Spirits of Your Students. This
Involves:

1. Planning:
a. Think ahead.
b. What response do I want to stimulate in their hearts this week?

(1) What do I want them to know?
(2) What do I want them to feel?
(3) What do I want them to do?

c. Suggested goals:

(1) Cultivate gratefulness to God as Creator, Provider, and Protector.

(2) Lead to repentance by awareness of sin, grace, faith.

(3) Combat the “me-centered” mentality of humanism and teach the joy of
giving, serving, and preferring one another.

(4) Combat the temporal values system with an awareness of the second
coming of Jesus, heaven, hell, eternity, and the judgment seat of Christ.

d. Biblical goals (from 2 Peter 1:5-7 in order):

(1) Faith.

(2) Virtue (character).

(3) Knowledge.

(4) Self-control.

(5) Godliness.

(6) Brotherly kindness.
(7) Charity (selfless love).

e. What are the curriculum goals this year?
2. Preparation: This involves work through the week, preparing your heart as well as
your mind.

a. Read the lesson materials you have and all the related scriptures early in the
week.

b. Incorporate scriptures and materials from the lesson into your daily devotions
through the week.

c¢. Create an introduction that will stimulate curiosity and interest.
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d.

e.

f.

Know the material thoroughly. Practice by discussing or even presenting the
material to your family.

Look for, or make, props, pictures, or other visual aids which will captivate their
interest and reinforce the message.

Prepare an introduction, main body, and a definite conclusion that will stimulate
your students toward the lesson goal.

3. Prayer:

a.

b.

Prepare your spirit as a servant of God. Become sensitive to the will of God and
be led by the Spirit. <

Pray every day for each of your students by name, and for the needs in their lives
of which you are aware.

Learn from your students what their specific needs are, and let them know you
are praying about those needs.

Keep notes about prayer needs.

e. In praying, privately and before the class:

(1) Always begin with thanksgiving. “Enter into His gates with thanksgiving,
and into His courts with praise ....” (Psalms 100:4)

(2) Pray to the Father in Jesus’ name.

(3) Bless the Lord, and honor His name.

(4) Create a focus on His will, His kingdom, His purposes, and His pleasure.

(5) Make specific petitions for healing, provision, and spiritual growth based on
His Word and purposes.

(6) Ask for His forgiveness for wrong attitudes and deeds and pray for
overcoming grace as you come with a grateful and humble spirit. Do not
recite prayers. Talk to God. Pray in the Spirit. Pray audibly whenever
possible and have set times to pray.

Jesus gave a MODEL prayer to His disciples, not to recite, but to emulate.
Here is a similar model:

“Heavenly Father, thank You for loving us and for sending Your only Son,
Jesus, to die on the cross for our sins. We love You, and appreciate all the
wonderful things You have done in our lives. Thank You for bringing us
together as a group to study Your Word and learn Your ways. Thank You
for Jason, Sarah, Joey, ... and for providing godly parents and a good church
where we can worship You. Dear Lord, help us to understand more clearly
what You are doing in our lives and what You want us to do with every
precious day You give us to live. Teach us to grow in Your love by loving
and serving one another; and, today, let every one of us know, without a
doubt, that we are born again, changed, and walking with the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Savior and Lord. Help us to realize every day that Jesus is
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coming soon; and anoint us to worship You in everything we do. In Jesus’
name. Amen.”

(7) Start your day by reading the Bible and praying.
(8) Include prayer at mealtimes and family devotions.
(9) Pray together and minister to one another as a teaching team before the

class.
(10) Teach the children to pray for each other, or for a leader who has a serious

need.

4, Personality:

a. Communicate the Word with joy, conviction, and confidence. NEVER read a
book other than a Bible to the students.

b. Look at the students and be sensitive to their responses.

c. Call the students by name often and encourage them to ask questlons They are
more important than your presentation.

5. Persuasiveness:
a. Know what this church believes.

b. Be able to overcome the mental roadblocks that have been established in the
students” minds by the world.

6. Punctuality: Arrive 30 minutes early, so you can quiet your spirit and help greet the
students.

B. Share the Responsibility for Instruction in at Least One of These Teaching Segments:
1. Bible story.
2. Object lesson.
3. Life-related story.

4. Scripture memorization.

C. Learn to Use a Variety of Teaching Techniques and Aids Effectively:
1. Animate your lecture with body language, illustrations, props, and questions.
2. Flannelgraph.
3. Overhead transparency projector.

4. Video cassette.
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5. Puppets.
6. Skits with costumes and props.
7. Chalk drawings.

8. Songs that tell or emphasize the story.

D. Learn the Material in Advance:
1. NEVER read a story or carry a quarterly.

2. Do not try to show pictures from a book to a class. Books were made to be used by
individuals, not groups.

E. Carry and Read Only a Bible:
1. Make the Bible visible.
2. Encourage the students to bring their Bibles with them and read them.

3. Always teach a lesson or tell a story in your own words.
F. Pray Daily for the Students and for the Sunday Class Session.
G. Greet the Students. Make Them Feel Welcome and Loved.
H. Be Sensitive to Special Needs and Problems.

I. Honor the Class Coordinator as the Team Leader. Give that Leader Your Full Support
and Cooperation.

J. Be Ready to Substitute for the Class Coordinator When Called Upon to Do So.
K. Attend at Least 48 Sunday School Sessions Each Year.
L. Be a Faithful Tither to this Local Church.

M. Attend at Least Two Other Regular Services at this Church Each Week to Strengthen
Your Own Spirit.

N. Participate in the Visitation Ministry Program for Your Class. Realize That the
Students’ Parents Are Very Important to the Success of Your Ministry.
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O. Attend Meetings and Training Sessions for the Sunday School Workers as Provided, to
Develop and Enhance Your Skills and Team Spirit.

P. Be Supportive of the Overall Vision and Ministry of the Church.
1. Always be aware that we need each other.

2. The goal of a true servant is to make others successful.

Q. Be an Example of Christian Purity and Love.
1. Live the lifestyle you teach to your students.

2. Be quick to forgive and resolve offenses and misunderstandings, especially with
brothers and sisters in the church.

R. Always Contribute to the Offering, In Order to Set an Example.
S. Teach the Use of Offering Envelopes.

T. DO NOT USE SECULAR MATERIAL, Such As:
1. Secular music lyrics.
2. Secular films (even though they may seem so “nice”).

3. Secular books. Expose the students to Christian heroes and stories which put God in
the proper perspective.

U. Be Careful to Put Nothing on the Walls Except in Designated Areas.
V. Help Keep the Room and Closets Clean.

W. Turn Out the Lights When You Leave.
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Musician
Job Description

A. Strengthen the Message and Impact of the Class Session with Good, Appropriate Music.

1. Planning;:

a. Work with the Song Leader and Teacher prayerfully in choosing songs which
will flow with and reinforce the objectives of the lessons.

b. Know the lesson plan and have the song list several days in advance of Sunday.

c. Keep looking for new songs which are biblical and fun to sing, particularly action
songs.

d. Refer to the song list in the manual.

2. Preparation:

a. Make sure you know the correct keys and chord progressions for the songs. You
may need to consult one of the senior musicians during the week.

b. Practice the songs. Get some coaching if necessary.
c. Practice the songs with the Song Leader.

3. Prayer:
a. Prepare your spirit as a servant of God.
b. Become sensitive to the will of God and be led by the Spirit.

4. Playing:

a. Adjust your instrumental volume to the size of the room and the size and age of
the group.

b. For 10 or 12 first graders, you need to play softly.

c. Do not play with your back to the Song Leader or group, especially if you play the
guitar.

d. Play with skill and anointing.

©1995 Paul E. Paino Ministries, Inc. 39



Musician Volume 5

B. Support the Teaching Team with Your Presence and Help During the Entire Class
Time.

1. Be ready to play at other times during the class as needed for an altar call, special
song, etc.

2. Smile.

C. If You Must Be Absent, Contact a Substitute During the Week and Notify the Class
Coordinator.

1. Be sure the substitute is approved by the Administrator and Class Coordinator.

2. Make sure the Coordinator has the phone number of at least one substitute
available in the event an unforeseen circumstance keeps you out of the class.

D. Honor the Class Coordinator as the Team Leader by Giving Him or Her Your Full
Support and Cooperation.

E. Attend at Least 48 Sunday School Sessions Each Year.
F. Be a Faithful Tither to this Local Church.

G. Attend at Least Two Other Regular Services at this Church Each Week to Build Up
Your Own Spirit.

H. Be Supportive of the Overall Vision and Ministry of this Church.

1. Always be aware that we need each other, and that the goal of a true servant is to
make others successful.

2. We are a team!

L Be an Example of Christian Purity and Love.
1. Live the lifestyle you teach others to live.

2. Be quick to forgive and resolve offenses and misunderstandings, especially with
brothers and sisters in the church.
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Worker
(Assistant)
Job Description

The general worker, one of the most flexible member of the teaching staff, is an assistant
to the Class Coordinator, the Secretary, and the Teacher. This worker may be in training for a
teaching ministry, or may be one who has a vision for the program, but does not feel called
to carry the full responsibility as the leader. As an assistant, the general worker functions in
the “ministry of helps,” mentioned by Paul in 1 Corinthians 12.

A. Assist the Secretary.
1. Know the records procedures, and be able to handle the work when needed.
2. Help with attendance, offering, etc.

3. Assist the Coordinator and Teachers. Be available and willing to teach and to assist
with special promotions and events.

B. Help Maintain Discipline in the Class with Firm but Loving Sensitivity, in the Event of
Any Disruptions.

C. Participate in the Visitation Program.

D. Attend the Training Sessions and Planning Meetings Scheduled.

E. Be Active in Praying for the Class, the Individual Students, and for the Ministry Team.
F. Relate Personally to the Students Whenever Possible.

G. Come 30 Minutes Before the Class Begins; Stay Through the Dismissal Time; Participate
in the Singing, Praying, and Activities; and Support Each of the Team Members.

H. If You Must Be Absent, Notify the Class Coordinator as Soon as Possible.
L Honbr the Class Coordinator as the Team Leader.
J. Attend at Least 48 Sunday School Sessions Each Year.

K. Be a Faithful Tither to this Local Church.

©1995 Paul E. Paino Ministries, Inc. 41



Worker Volume 5

L. Attend at Least Two Other Regular Services at this Church Each Week to Build Up
Your Own Spirit.

M. Be Supportive of the Overall Vision and Ministry of the Church.

1. Always be aware that we need each other, and the goal of a true servant is to make
others successful.

2. We are a team! -

N. Be an Example of Christian Purity and Love.
1. Live the lifestyle you teach others to live.

2. Be quick to forgive and resolve offenses and misunderstandings, especially with
brothers and sisters in the church.
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Secretary
Job Description

A. Greet Each Student and Help Create an Atmosphere of Love and Joy in the House of
the Lord.

1.
2.

N o o s oW

8.

Learn each student’s name as quickly as possible, and use that name often.

Always recognize visitors and show a special interest in them.

Make name tags for the students.

Collect the tags at the end of the class and use them again every Sunday.

Introduce each new student to a worker.

Help make the students feel special about themselves.

Keep track of birthdays and, before the session, inform the Class Coordinator of
current ones. Send cards to students with birthdays the following week.

Keep a list of absentees for visitation, cards, and calls.

B. Keep Accurate Records of Each Class Session.

1. Attendance.

Ca.

Use the computer attendance sheet; mark a black letter “P” for present and a red
“A” for absent. ‘

For a new student who has just become a regular attender, fill out the blue
change sheet with the class and department, the student's name, address,
telephone number, birthday, parents' names and previous dates attended. A
student is a “regular” when he or she has attended at least three times in a
consistent manner, e.g., once a month for several months, every other Sunday,
etc. Place a blue sheet inside the attendance sheet when finished.

Fill out or update a yellow form with the visitor’s name, address, telephone
number, birthday, parents' names, and date attending. Continue to record the
dates attended on this sheet until the visitor becomes a regular. Keep the yellow
form in the file box with the white permanent cards.

Total the number of class members and visitors and record it at the bottom of the
computer attendance sheet.
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e.

f.

Take the completed attendance folder and offering envelope to the Divisional
Secretary's office and check it over with the Secretary.

Be sure you have a permanent information card for each student on your
attendance sheet.

2. Offering.

a.

b.

The secretary is responsible for counting the School of the Bible offering and
putting it in the envelope provided.

Record the total amount for the day on the envelope.

c¢. Record the total attendance on the envelope.

Keep any specially designated offerings separate, and turn them in to the
Divisional Secretary with a note of explanation.

Take the completed attendance folder and offering envelope to the Divisional
Secretary’s office, and check it over with the Secretary.

3. Maintenance record keeping.

a.

b.

Always check the computer visitation sheet for correct information. There may
be a change of address or telephone number.

If a student tells you of a change of address or telephone number, fill out the blue
change sheet, put it inside your attendance sheet, and turn it in to the Divisional
Secretary. :

Keep the visitation sheet each week for reference.

d. Keep the birthday sheet, which you will receive monthly. Fill in any birthdays

not listed, and report them on a blue change sheet.

Be sure to have a white permanent information card for each student on your
computer attendance sheet, and keep it in your file box. Do not forget to fill out a
card for a visitor who becomes a regular attender. (Discard the yellow form used
for visitors.)

4. Other records.

a.

b.

During some promotions, records may be kept on separate forms relating to
memory work, recruiting, or points for special efforts.

Occasionally, you may need some ass1stance from another worker to keep these
extra records straight.

If an instruction sheet is delivered with additional paperwork, keep it in your
attendance folder during the promotion and follow the instructions on the page.
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C. Follow-Up.

1. Prepare welcome cards for new students.
a. Cards may be obtained from the Audio-Visual Room.

b. Include a little personal note. Be sure to sign your name and grade level. Do not
just write, “Secretary.” .

c. Address the cards. R
d. Take the cards to the Audio-Visual Room to be mailed.

2. Absentee follow-up.
a. One Sunday missed: send a “miss you” postcard.

b. Two Sundays missed: give the student's name and phone number to a Teacher
or to the Class Coordinator, so a phone call may be made that week.

c. Three Sundays missed: make sure the student is visited by a Teacher or by the
Coordinator.
3. Decision Cards.
a. These cards are available in the Audio-Visual Room.

b. Fill out one card for each student who responds to the salvation appeal in a class
session, and turn it in to the Administrator.

c. Put the date and the student's name on the “Spiritual Life” form.

4. The books should be turned in to the Divisional Secretary no later than 30 minutes
after the beginning of class.
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Four Things Every Teacher Must Know

I. A Teacher Must Know the
Student.

A. Background.

1. In what church was the student
trained?

2. What is the student’s cultural
heritage?

3. What is the student’s birth order?

B. Environment.

1. In what kind of neighborhood
does the student live?

2. What school does the student
attend?

3. What kind of television pfograms
is the student permitted to watch?

C. Spiritual condition.
1. Is the student born again?

2. Has the student received the
baptism in the Holy Spirit?

D. Comprehension ability.
E. Interest level.

F. Personality Problems.

1. Is the student shy, introverted, or
antisocial?

2. Is the student belligerent or
irritable?

3. Is the student hyperactive?

G. Family situation.

1. In what kind of home does the
student live?

2. Are the student’s parents
divorced, separated, constantly
fighting, or devoted to each other?

3. Does the family have devotions
together?

4. Is the family addicted to
television?

5. Are the student’s parents
Christians?

H. How can a teacher learn about the
students?

1. There are books available which
explain characteristics of children
at every age level. Go to the
bookstore or library for general
information.

2. Study carefully the material in
your manual concerning your
students’' development.

3. Acquaint yourself with the
student. Call him by name.

4. Pray specifically for each student
under your charge.
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IL.

A Teacher Must Know Himself.
Before Teaching, Ask Yourself:

. Am I tired or irritable?

. Am 1 discouraged? “David

encouraged himself in the LORD....”
(1 Samuel 30:6)

Am I prepared -- really prepared?

Am I enthusiastic?

Am I friendly?

. Have I prayed about this class

session?

Are there conditions and stresses in
my own life that can adversely affect
my function in the class?

Am I able to overlook problems and
concentrate on the task at hand?

Do I really believe in what I am doing
today?

J. Do I have a positive attitude?

D. Use visual aids. Students will

remember far more when the idea is
reinforced by what they see.

. Use illustrations.

1. From the Bible.

2. From your own life.

3. From the lives of others.
4. From Christian literature.
5. From nature.

6. Allegories.

. Ask questions.

. Leave the students with a desire for

more. Do not overdo singing or any
one segment.

. Be sure the lesson relates to the

pupils on their level. Do the insights
you are sharing affect the situations
they are facing in their lives?

. A Teacher Must Khow the

Overall Church Program.

III. A Teacher Must Know the
Lesson. - See yourself as part of the whole
ministry team.
A. Start preparing well in advance of the .
day of the class. . Be faithful to the other programs and
functions of the church. Attend the
B. NEVER read your lesson or story to othgr SErvices.
the class.
. Stay in your class when the other
C. Follow a simple outline. Present glsun;be:essgrf‘ Cteh?st}e;;n fz:iea?;ustermg.
specific thoughts. encouI; aging P
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D. Share in the promotion of special

days and general activities. Adapted from Your Sunday School Can
Grow by Dr. Paul E. Paino.

E. Make church announcements in your
class.
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Three Requirements for Every Teacher

The Bible has a great deal to say about
teachers. Teaching is one of the special
types of ministries that Christ Himself has
placed in the church as a “gift.” Read
carefully the following scripture portion
(Ephesians 4:11-16):

11 “And he gave some, apostles;
and some, prophets; and some,
evangelists; and some, pastors and
teachers;”

12 “For the perfecting of the saints,
for the work of the ministry, for
the edifying of the body of Christ:”

13 “Till we all come in the unity of
the faith, and of the knowledge of
the Son of God, unto a perfect man,
unto the measure of the stature of
the fulness of Christ:”

14 That we ({henceforth} be no
more children, tossed to and fro,
and carried about with every wind
of doctrine, by the sleight of men,
{and} cunning craftiness, whereby
they lie in wait to deceive;”

15 “But speaking the truth in love,
may grow up into him in all
things, which is the head, {even)
Christ:”

16 “From whom the whole body
fitly joined together and compacted
by that which every joint
supplieth, according to the effectual
working in the measure of every
part, maketh increase of the body
unto the edifying of itself in love.”

We discover from these beautiful
verses that the Lord places teachers in the
church for the following purposes:

e To Perfect the Saints.

¢ To Accomplish the Work of the
Ministry.

¢ To Build Up the Body of Christ.

¢ To Help the Church Come Into a Unity
of Faith.

¢ To Give Knowledge About the Son of
God.

¢ To Exemplify a Godly Lifestyle.
¢ To Establish Us in Doctrine.
e To Prove the Love of God.

¢ To Help Believers Fit Into the Body of
Christ.

The Work of the Teacher Is
Important. God Demands That Every
Teacher Have:

A Call. (1 Corinthians 12:26-28)

God calls people to be teachers and
workers. The gifts and callings of God are
without repentance. Once we are called,
we do not have an option. God requires a
called teacher to teach.
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Compassion. (Matthew 9:36-38)

“But when he saw the multitudes,
he was moved with compassion on
them, because they fainted, and
were scattered abroad, as sheep
having no shepherd. Then saith he
unto his disciples, ‘The harvest
truly is plenteous, but the laborers
are few; Pray ye therefore the Lord
of the harvest, that he will send
forth laborers into his harvest.”’

The Master Teacher was moved with
compassion. Jesus cared. Jesus wept. Jesus
was concerned, because He loved people.
He had something to give that would
meet their needs. Every teacher needs to
have the motivation and conviction that
what he has is greatly needed by the
people.

When we genuinely give our heart to
the Lord Jesus Christ, it naturally
translates into a love for people. In loving
Jesus, we please him; we become like Him;
and our motivations become more and
more like His. Jesus was motivated by a
supreme devotion to the Father, and by a
selfless love for people. He was the
consummate servant: He did nothing out
of a motivation for self-gratification or
self-glory.

Courage. (Joshua 1:1-16)

God spoke words of encouragement to
Joshua, and told him “to be of good

courage.” The path to courage is to focus
on God’s Word and on what God has
done, rather than focus on our abilities or
accomplishments.

Compassion and courage go naturally
together. The Apostle John said, “There is
no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out
fear,...” (1 John 4:18) Fear relates to the
apprehension over potential loss. When
we are a true servant and focus on the
needs of others instead of ourselves, we
are set free from fear and can boldly
proclaim the Word of God. Daniel said,
“...the people that do know their God shall
be strong, and do exploits.” (Daniel 11:32) It
takes courage to lead a class and bear the
burden of ministering faithfully week after
week.

Every teacher must know that he has a
call from God, and not just a desire to be in
front of people. He must have a genuine
compassion for people and a passion for
souls, and not just a desire to succeed in a
ministry. Every teacher must also have the
courage to do what needs to be done in the
work, or he will give up when there are
difficulties or conflicts.

Adapted from r
Grow by Dr. Paul E. Paino.
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Responsibilities of a School of the Bible Worker

As a teacher in the School of the Bible,
you are taking an active part in the
ministry of your church. In a sense, you
are a minister yourself, serving in the
ministry of “perfecting (maturing) the
saints.” (Ephesians 4:12) As a School of the
Bible teacher or worker, you are assisting
the professional, ministerial staff in
preparing believers to cope with this
“present world.” (2 Timothy 4:10) The
success of a local church is not only
dependent upon its pastors, but also upon
every saint who is actively doing his part
in the ministry of reaching others with the
gospel.

What activity is more important than
teaching the Word of God? The ministry
of teaching is one of the most important
jobs in the church. For this reason, every
effort has been made to choose individuals
who will conscientiously teach God’s
truths to every person who enters the
classroom. Our greatest joy must be in
sharing God’s Word. Your ministry in the
classroom must never be a “burden.”
Evaluate carefully the potential of each
student. Remember that someone needs to
share the love of Jesus with them. Also,
remember that true ministry is impossible
with human strength and wisdom alone:
you need God’s anointing and grace. Pray
for God’s anointing, and make it a habit to
pray for those to whom you minister.

Responsibilities of a Teacher or Class
Worker in the School of the Bible:

Be an Example.

Develop deep-rooted convictions
directly from God’s Word .and live by
them. Remember that you are an example
to the young believers.

Be Faithful to the Public Services of
the Church.

A teacher should be willing to attend
all the services of his home church:
Sunday morning, Sunday evening
worship and the midweek service. As a
leader in the church program, you need to
be strengthened in your spirit by worship
and the preaching of the Word. You also
set an example by showing that you are
excited about the vision you share with
others.

Be a Tither.

The tithe (the first tenth of all our
financial increase) is an important mark of
God’s ownership and one of the first
principles of Christian ethics. When we
hold back from God, we cannot expect
anointing or blessing on our lives, and it
shows up in our ministry. Tithing
strengthens our commitment to the Lord
and to the local church. It also helps to
develop the mind-set of a servant rather
than a “consumer.”
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Be Loyal to the Pastor and to the
Church Program.

This does not mean that the teacher
has to believe everything the pastor
believes, or even agree fully with
everything the church does. It does mean,
that as long as there is no conflict with the
scriptures, the teacher should be willing to
cooperate with the desires of leadership
and be loyal to the pastor, as he presents
the program under God’s direction.

The most important qualification for
fellowship is loyalty. Loyalty means, “I am
for you and committed to your success;
and, if I have a problem with you, I will go
to you first and not discuss it with others
behind your back.” A “murmurer” is one
who voices his complaints to people who
are not responsible for the decision.
Instead of helping, this only creates
confusion and unrest.

Be Faithful to the Class.

The teacher needs to be in his class
regularly. Of course, there naturally will be
times when absence will occur. Irregular
attendance indicates a lack of concern for
the spiritual condition of the class. Even
the youngest of students can sense your
concern for their spiritual needs. Show
faithfulness by being prompt, prepared,
patient, and pliable. Your attitude of
faithfulness will make the difference.

Be Willing to Seek Lost Souls.

Use your class to lead people to Christ.
Do not just tell sweet stories. Seek to
transform lives. Know how to lead a
student to Christ, and plan to give your

students a chance to commit their lives to
the Lord.

Be Willing to Become a Member of
the Church.

Membership in the local church reflects
your commitment to that work. Every
teacher should have his ties deeply rooted
in the local body in which he teaches.

Be regular in attending the
Teacher/Coordinator meetings when they
are scheduled. These meetings are
designed to help the School of the Bible
grow. It is a time of prayer and
organization for the class you teach.

Be Willing to Visit Absentees.

Every student in the class must be
visited at least once each quarter (13
weeks), and those who miss more than
one Sunday should be visited as soon as
possible. We are concerned about
attendance, because we care about the
individual and his spiritual growth.

An apparent lack of concern among
church leaders can be a major factor in a
student’s denial or rejection of the Lord in
his personal life. Who knows how history
may have been altered if a Sunday School
teacher had been more effective in
reaching out to Adolf Hitler, Charles
Manson, or Madalyn Murray O’Hair?

Be Properly Dressed.

Each worker should be dressed in a
manner that is appropriate to the occasion.
When we are ministering the Word of
God to God’s children, we are in a place of
honor, and should also demonstrate a
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spirit that honors those who have come to
grow in God.

Ten Qualifications for a School of the
Bible Worker:

1. Love God supremely.

2. Love people and be concerned with
the spiritual needs of the community.

3. Develop a pleasant personality.

4. Have a real desire to work for the
Lord.

10.

Do not be easily discouraged.

Be a good follower as well as a capable
leader.

Believe in the absolute necessity of
personal salvation through the blood
of the Lord Jesus Christ.

. Have a sincere desire to serve Christ

in the church.

. Have clear spiritual perception.

Be willing to sacrifice time, money,
comfort, and energy for the work of
the Lord.
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Understanding Your Students

In order to minister effectively to any
group, it is imperative that you have a
working knowledge of the people you
teach. Their individual circumstance and
personality will affect their response to
you and your ministry. Please read this
material carefully as you prepare your
heart to minister in any capacity to some
of the most important people in the world:
our children.

We are concerned that you have a
working knowledge of your students in a
number of ways. Young people are
complex. There are some principles that
apply to children at specific age levels, and
some that we can all relate to no matter
what our age. There are also many
variables that distinguish each one as
unique, with special potentials, needs, and

distinct problems. We are created body,
soul, and spirit. Each part of our being is
affected by our heritage, environment, and
a vast array of cultural and social factors,
which affect our responses and reactions.

The profiles which follow describe a
child's development at different ages. The
more you understand about each child, the
more effectively you will be able to handle
his fears, misconceptions, and behavioral
problems. These profiles will give you
some general insights. You will also need
to become familiar with such factors as
family background, birth order, school
influences, television habits, and family
and personal devotional life. In doing so,
you will have important resources
available to minister to your students.
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A Profile of Fifth Grade Students

Physical Development

. Fifth graders are usually strong and
healthy, and love physical activity. If
possible, give them opportunities for
recreation and exercise. Try to plan
extra outdoor activities.

. They are developing motor skills
rapidly, and should be increasingly
skilled in crafts and music. They
should be encouraged to develop
skills in music or art, as well as sports.

. They are usually not too tidy, and
many need to be reminded
occassionally to be neater in their
appearance and in the care of the
room.

. Some of the girls are already
maturing physically, and are taller
than the boys. This is an awkward
time for both sexes. We need to be
careful not to draw attention to it,
unless we gently mention in a
general sense that this is only
temporary. Large girls and small boys
are especially sensitive. Be careful.

. In America, many of our children are
still “couch potatoes,” which is a
slang term for a television addict.
This not only steals much of their
time during some potentially great
learning years, but it also damages
their bodies, both by promoting
physical inactivity and by promoting
high-fat, low-fiber “foods.” Try to
stimulate them and their families
toward more productive things, such

as music, sports, reading, and family
devotions.

. Children need good role models, and

that should be part of a good Sunday
School teacher’s job. Take care of your
own body. Stay in shape and in good
health, by eating right and exercising.
This will encourage them toward
fitness more than lectures.

Intellectual Development

. Fifth graders should be good readers.

By now, they should be able to at least
read along with the group. Be careful,
however, about singling out
individuals to read. Some are weak
readers and will be very embarrassed.

. They can memorize easily, and are

probably capable of more than you
think. Their minds are clear and
ready to receive.

. They are beginning to grasp some

abstract concepts, but still will have
trouble thinking in analogies. Be clear
and precise, and try to communicate,
because analogies are extremely
important to understanding the Bible.

. If challenged and given a little

instruction, fifth graders could
probably write poems, or even songs.
Even though their creativity may be
somewhat damaged by overexposure
to television or sensual music, they
still have potential. Give them
opportunities to be creative in a
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positive way. Why not challenge the
class in a poetry, story, or song-
writing contest?

. By now, they should know some of

the Bible, or at least know the books
of the Bible in order. Have a periodic
drill on the books of the Bible, and
challenge them to correlate known
scripture passages with life situations.
Start them thinking and participating.

. Ask questions, and show respect for

them when they give wrong answers.
However, do not treat their wrong
answers as if they were right, because
you could cause confusion. Point out
any right concepts, but gently lead
them to the Word of God and to right
doctrine.

. Fifth graders are in great need of role

models. Emphasize the biographies of
great Christians, and encourage them
to read good books.

Social Development

. On the average, fifth graders are

moving toward more group loyalty,
and away from a family focus. We do
not consider this good, and we will
try to stand against the peer-
orientation that is strongly affecting
children in our society. Encourage
them to trust and talk to their
parents. Encourage the parents to
communicate and spend quality time
with their children. Let the parents
know you are there to support and
help them in their role as the primary
spiritual leaders of their children.

. They still prefer the “pals” of their

own gender, but that is beginning to

change. The girls are already very
aware of boys, but the boys are not
noticing the girls. Some girls may be
“boy-crazy,” and, as a rule, that is not
healthy. Lead them away from the
dating mentality they are exposed to
so often, and toward a healthy biblical
view that they should be friends with
one another, and act like caring
brothers and sisters. Play down the
gender emphasis.

Some churches have found this to be
a good age to have separate classes for
boys and girls. They can then focus on
ways to strengthen proper social
responses, which are characteristic of
their gender. Girls can focus on poise
and beauty; boys can learn about
manners and social skills.

. They are very concerned with
" “fairness.” Teach them the difference

between fairness and justice, and
show the values and benefits we can
gain, if we respond with a right
attitude to the many “unfair”
situations in life. Teach them to
“prefer one another in love,” instead
of trying to get “their fair share” in
life. Show them that the life message
of Jesus was that “it is more blessed to
give than to receive.”

. The boys may be self-conscious,

especially about praise and worship.
They will want to appear “cool,” and
may be hesitant about singing.
Remember that self-consciousness is
an evidence of a lack of God-
consciousness, so help them to get
close to God and to learn the fear of
the Lord. Show them that a healthy
response to God in singing is an
evidence of strength, and that their
silence is the result of fear, not
maturity.
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Spiritual Development

1. Fifth graders who have been in

Sunday School for several years, have
heard many lessons and many
appeals for salvation. It is important
for the teacher to be aware of the
spiritual condition of the students
and of their Christian background, or
lack of it. If there are some unsaved
young people in the group, there will
be times which are conducive for an
“altar call,” or at least a question
about their spiritual condition, to be
followed up later. If only one or two
children have not made a confession
of faith, rather than single them out
and focus the entire group on their
need, why not meet with them or
their family later, and lead them to
the Lord? It would probably be much
more meaningful to them, and
would prevent a few possible
problems.

If we have an altar call every week for
“churched” children,

a. They will tend to develop the idea
that the salvation experience is all
there is to Sunday School, and not
keep a learner’s heart later on.
They may be more likely to drop
out, with the idea that “I already
got saved -- several times, in fact. I
do not need to go back.”

b. There will be an embarrassing
focus on one or two who are
known to be new or unsaved.

c. We will miss opportunities to lead
them into other experiences, or
into character development. This
is a good age for them to receive
the baptism in the Holy Spirit, or
to learn serving and giving.

d. It will become a ritual (rut), and
lose its effectiveness.

Listen to the Holy Spirit, in order
to know when to make a spiritual
appeal for salvation.

. The spirits of fifth graders are able to

respond to spiritual truths, but
perhaps their minds cannot yet fully
grasp them. Use analogies, and keep
teaching and praying. The Holy Spirit
is able to make truth come alive in
their spirits and in their
understanding.

. They should understand the purpose

and significance of water baptism, and
should be thoroughly taught and
encouraged to be buried in the waters
of Christian baptism.

. They need to be led and encouraged

to respond in the spirit, and not just
focus on the social and intellectual
aspects of life and religion. They
should be able to hear from God and
respond to Him.
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Children of the ‘90’s

What is Happening to Children in America Today?
What is an Effective Teaching Strategy for Sunday School Ministry?

A. Education and Entertainment in America Today.
1. This is the most entertained generation in history: the “couch-potato-kid” culture.

2. “Sesame Street” has revolutionized education.

a. Quick, creative, colorful. The programs feature a rapid succession of clever,
elaborate, and brilliantly entertaining segments of material with a strong
humanistic bias.

b. To be “secular,” the presentation does not have to be blatantly “anti-God.” It
must only exclude God. Any philosophy that excludes God is, in effect, working
against a Christian world view. All education shapes values and morals. There is
no such thing as a religiously neutral education.

c. The result is:

(1) American children are not easily impressed with a flannelgraph lesson or
paper maché puppets.

(2) They have an even shorter attention span than previous generations.

(3) They tend to be more focused on their “rights” and less responsive to
authority figures.

(4) They tend to be “hyperactive.” In 1900 the average American consumed an
average of 2 pounds of processed sugar per year. Today, our average
consumption is 200 pounds per year.

(6) They tend to see God as less exciting than the world.

B. What Secular Education Cannot Do.

1. Television and movies cannot respond personally to the children. “Sesame Street”
is strictly a one-way street.

2. They cannot hug, reciprocate, or show personal interest in their special events.

3. Secular educators and entertainers cannot give life a worthwhile purpose or clear |
direction. (This goes without saying. If you are not going anywhere, it does not
matter how you get there.)

4. The “secular” world cannot operate in spiritual giftings and discernment by the
power of the Holy Spirit.
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Note: It is possible for some to operate in the satanic counterfeit, such as demon-
induced psychic powers, “e.s.p.,” or other aspects of witchcraft. Some “churched”
children, who have had a lack of exposure to the power of the Holy Spirit, have

been attracted to the occult world because of the spiritual void in their lives.

. Secular education has no answer for basic life questions: “Where did I come from?”

“Why am I here?” “Where am I going when I die?” “Does life really matter?” “Who
am I?”

. A secular education does not strengthen the family relationship. In fact, the more

secular our perspective on life, the weaker our family ties become. Therefore, a
secular education cannot make children emotionally or spiritually secure.

. By excluding God from their thinking, the secular culture diminishes the basis for

vision in life, and inadvertently contributes to the epidemic of teen suicide. “Where
{there is} no vision, the people perish.” (Proverbs 29:18)

C. Keys to an Effective Sunday School in the “90’s.

1. Do not monologue; dialogue.

a. Your effectiveness is limited when you use only the straight lecture method:
“You listen; I talk.” The idea that “children should be seen and not heard” is not
going to be relevant today.

b. Get them involved in the dynamics of the lesson. As a one-way communicator,
you cannot compete with the world system. If you effectively interact with them
and relate personally, you have a strong advantage.

. Be sensitive to special needs.

a. A child who will not sit quietly and obey has a problem -- usually at home.
b. He does not need to be humiliated in front of his peers.

¢. He needs private attention, and his parents probably need ministry of some kind,
too.

. Be creative and open to new ideas and exciting ways of presenting the concepts

which children need to grasp.

a. Dialogue is better than a monologue.

b. A 2- or 3-person presentation is better than a solo act.
c. Generally, a video is better than a filmstrip.

d. Children need a lot of visual stimulation, as well as audible, tangible, and
spiritual stimulation.
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4. Do not underestimate children.

a.
b.

C.

They can memorize, even if they cannot yet read.

They can perceive things in their spirits before all their mental perception comes
into play.

Expose them to the Word of God.

5. Work with parents.

a.

b.
c.
d.

Get to know the parents.
Work to make them feel that they are a part of the team, along with you.
Help them in their goal of training their children properly.

Encourage parents to memorize the verses, along with their children. This is
essential for parents of pre-readers. Otherwise, the children are limited to
learning only a few partial verses a month.

Give parents suggestions for family devotions which are related to the lessons.

- Make sure you have devotions with your own family; and, share ideas,

preferably with an occasional take-home letter.

If the parents are unsaved, see their child as a key to winning the parents to the
Lord. :

Appeal to the parents' natural sense of responsibility. Help them see that, in
order to effectively rear children and ensure their survival in these times, they
need God’s anointing and help.

To be secure, children desperately need two parents who love each other and
who are responsive to God’s authority.

6. Provide incentives and rewards for achievement. Be creative. Recognize your
students' successes, and acknowledge their accomplishments and special skills.

7. Let kids have fun.

a.
b.
C.
d.

Have fun with them.

Smile.

Let them see that you enjoy the Lord and life in Christ.

Teach them to “delight themselves in the Lord,” and not just in things.
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8. Avoid being too simplistic.

a. Many people who were raised in Sunday School programs have the impression
that the gospel is juvenile, or “kid’s stuff,” because they heard the stories of Noah
and the ark and Daniel in the lion’s den over and over again, without much
depth or application.

b. Children can comprehend more in their spirits than you may realize. Include
less familiar illustrations in your lessons; present your material in creative ways;
and emphasize the spiritual truths in each lesson. Your excitement about the
Word and the lesson will be contagious.

9. Remember that children have been exposed to a lot of humanistic philosophy,
which makes them the center of their world.

a. With that kind of mind-set, it is possible for them to “accept Jesus into their
lives,” along with a pack of Muppets, Ninja Turtles, and power fantasy
characters. We need to emphasize the concept of Jesus as the center of our lives,
and repentance and faith as essentials to Christianity.

b. The children of today have been overexposed to the occult and to fantasy heroes,
and it is not their fault. Let us expose them to the Holy Spirit and to Christian
heroes.
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Why Do We Lose So Many of Our Children
to the World?

Some knowledgeable Christian leaders
have estimated that in our evangelical and
full-gospel churches, 85% of the children
raised in Sunday School turn away from
the church of their parents and find the
world more enticing. It is time for us to
take an honest, hard look at our methods
and priorities and seek God for biblical
answers.

Why could Joshua say, in Joshua 24:15,
“As for me and my house, we will serve
the LORD,” and we cannot? In Joshua’s
day and culture, the family was strongly
the center of society and the life of
individuals. By divine mandate, there was
less exposure to heathen culture. Moses
had conveyed the message from the Lord
that the Israelites were not to allow their
children to mix with the ungodly people
of the land, in order to keep them from
the influence of idolatry.

Today, our children have been
exposed to far more evil than
preceding generations.

The average child today watches 5 or 6
hours of television a day, and it is usually
all secular. We need to understand that,
although there are Christian programmers
and networks, the purpose of secular
media leaders is not only to entertain, but
also to promote a mind-set and lifestyle
that is Godless in perspective and ungodly
in practice. Even the highly acclaimed
educational television industry is blatantly
promoting values and attitudes, which
openly oppose Christianity. Not only does

the secular media waste so much time, but
the commercial format is also designed to
create covetousness as a way of life, and to
mold us into “consumers”, instead of
servants.

The family is portrayed as “any group
of people living together,” and fathers are
mocked as idiots. They are literally
“turning the hearts of children from the
fathers,” as well as promoting witchcraft,
immorality, drunkenness, and rebellion.
How can a Christian father expose his son
to 25,000 beer commercials in the context
of sports worship, and then be surprised if
the boy is attracted to alcohol as a
teenager?

Parents would be far more disciplined
about what they allow into their homes
and minds, if they were fully aware of the
deliberate motives of some powerful
media leaders to effect major social change
and literally destroy the family and the
church. One hour a week of Sunday
School, and a little family devotional in
the morning, cannot compete with the
attraction of endless hours of thrills,
cartoons, and entertainment, which
promise power illusions and pleasure at
the flip of a dial.

“I will set no wicked thing before
mine eyes....” (Psalms 101:3)

Today, one philosophy strongly
promoted in education is that children
need to be exposed to evil so they will
reject it and know how to deal with it.
This is a false concept. The more you
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expose anyone to evil, the more they are
attracted to it.

The only biblical way to conquer evil is
to focus on good and be drawn to it.

“Be not overcome of evil, but
overcome evil with good.”
(Romans 12:21)

You do not win the battle over
temptation by focusing on
struggling with it. You gain victory over
temptation when you live for God, obey

it and.

His commandments, and pursue good on
a daily basis. The key is found in Galatians
5:16:

“Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall
not fulfill the lust of the flesh.”

Our culture promotes ungodly
heroes.

Heroes are very important to children.
Who were the heroes in America 30 years

_ s s e e
How Can We Develop a Taste How Are Carnal Appetites
for Spiritual Things? Developed?

1. Lead the students to genuine conver- 1. Teach the doctrine of evolution and
sion through repentance and faith. the basic goodness of man.

2. Be excited about the Word, godly | 2. Focus on physical characteristics,
character, and serving others. appearance, and entertainment.
Promote good, melodious music. 3. Allow sensual and carnal music.
Read about and discuss the godly Keep up with new movies, TV stars,
heroes of the Bible. and music idols.

5. Teach the children, by example, to 5. Separate “fun” times from “spiritual”
“delight themselves in the Lord” and times, and treat church attendance as
to really enjoy praise and worship. drudgery.

6. Help the family make God an integral 6. Try to take care of all the “spiritual
part of daily life. stuff” at church.

7. Make a covenant to put God first in 7. Practice going to church only when
your life, and be committed to three you have time and when it is
church services a week. convenient in your schedule.

8. Make prayer exciting by documenting { 8. Try to work things out by talking or
answers to prayer. meditating.

9. Become skilled in areas of service. 9. Study drugs, rock music, and sex to
Study about God and godly people. create a mental focus on them.

10. Honor parents, pastors, and other | 10. Be critical of authority figures, and let
leaders as God’s servants for our your children hear you complain
benefit, and pray for them. about them.

70 ©1995 Paul E. Paino Ministries, Inc.




Section 3

Student Profiles

ago? The Lone Ranger, Roy Rogers, Davy
Crockett. Today, children idolize a
neurotic Batman, mutant turtles,
sodomite rock stars, and a host of occult-
based cartoon characters. Christian parents
and church leaders need to be familiar not
only with Bible heroes and villains, but
also with the biographies of great
Christians.

Most of our children develop a
stronger taste for the world, than for
the things of the Spirit.

“Train up a child in the way he

. should go: and when he is old, he
will not depart from it.” (Proverbs
22:6)

This does not say, “Include some
Christian training in your family life, and,
after the children sow their wild oats in
some years of rebellion, they will come
back to the Lord when they become
adults.”

The word “train” comes from a Hebrew
word, which means to “touch the palate.”
When a baby is learning to eat solid food,
the mother starts putting some food on
her finger, touching the roof of the baby’s
mouth and causing it to swallow. The
analogy relates to taste. The verse really
means, “Cultivate a taste for spiritual
things in the heart of your child, and ‘as he
grows he will not be attracted to the
inferior things of the secular world.” “Oh,
taste and see that the LORD is good.”
(Psalms 34:8)

It is not enough to expose children to
part of the Bible message, and then
encourage them to “make a decision.” Our
goal is to impart a thirst for spiritual
things, which will continue to motivate
them to seek God. A good teacher will

inspire his students to be a lifelong
learner. You can be excited about teaching;
but, you have not really taught until the
children catch your vision. Anyone can get
children to recite a prayer. Our goal is to
teach them to become praying people.
Anyone can recite verses; but, a great
teacher inspires others to love the Word
and to make it part of their lives.

In our zeal to promote love and
gratefulness to God, and to
encourage children to accept Christ,
we have neglected repentance from
sin -- a necessary biblical foundation
for genuine conversion.

“Repent, and be baptized ...” (Acts
2:38)

“Repent ye: for the kingdom of
heaven is at hand.” (Matthew 3:2)

“And others
(Jude 23)

save with fear.”

One hundred years ago, William
Booth, the founder of the Salvation Army,
said, “I fear that the day will come when
men will preach heaven without hell, a
crown without a cross, blessing without
suffering, and salvation without
repentance.”

“Others save with fear.” When we
emphasize the love of God and
unconditional security, the response of
some is, “God really loves me. How can I
do anything less than give Him my all?”
Unfortunately, others will respond with,
“God loves me; so, I am going to heaven. I
can sin and get away with it.” In our fear of
overemphasizing the fear of the Lord, lest
we be labeled “legalistic,” we have
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overbalanced the scale and lost the sense
of awe for a holy God.

Many people who were “raised in
Sunday School” seem to have a mocking
disregard for the great eternal Judge of the
universe. Let us be conscious of that
delicate balance of truth: the God of
everlasting compassion is a “consuming
fire.” It was God’s love that sent Christ to
the cross; and it was His holiness that
demanded the death penalty for sin.

“Be mnot deceived; God is not
mocked: for whatsoever a man
soweth, that shall he also reap.”
(Galatians 6:7)

While it is the goodness of God that
brings men to repentance, (Romans 2:4) it
is also because of “the fear of the LORD
men depart from evil.” (Proverbs 16:6) The
fear of the Lord is not a negative thing. In
fact, there are at least 31 benefits listed in
scripture which result from the fear of the
Lord. It is not a harsh, dark, negative
aspect of faith, but rather a “fountain of
life.” (Proverbs 14:27) The fear of the Lord
is the awareness that nothing is hidden
from Him, and that all of our actions will
be judged by a perfect and holy God. It is
the understanding that we are “sure our
sins will find us out,” and that “God is no
respecter of persons.” We also need to
understand that God never changes. We
serve the same God that Noah and
Abraham served. If we are not careful, we
can overemphasize the passive aspects of
grace and allow the impression that God is
more like Santa Claus, than the holy God
of the Bible.

Our message has often been, “Just
accept Jesus into your heart.”

We base that on an idea taken from
Revelation 3:20, “Behold 1 stand at the
door and knock,...” which, in context, has
nothing to do with salvation. It is Christ’s
message to the church about spiritual
communion. The message of accepting
Jesus was important to the Jews, who
understood sin, redemption, and
covenant; but, their problem was that they
did not accept Jesus as the Messiah they
were looking for who would fulfill the
covenant.

In our Christian culture, we have no
problem accepting Jesus as our Savior; but,
we tend to have a humanistic mind-set,
which rejects His right to lordship. To
believe on the Lord Jesus Christ is not to
decide to accept His genuineness, but to
acknowledge His ownership. “The devils -
believe and tremble,” (James 2:19) but they
do not give themselves to Him.

The Bible does not tell us to “accept
Jesus into our hearts.” In fact, it says “We
are accepted in the Beloved.” (Ephesians
1:6) He is the one who accepts us into His
heart, as we repent and believe. Many
young people can get the false impression
that Jesus is meekly “waiting patiently in
line” in order to persuade us to allow Him
an audience at our discretion. We accept
Him into our life, to reside alongside our
other beliefs, friends, affections, and habits.

In genuine conversion WE become
part of HIS life. We are accepted and
adopted, and we become part of His world,
His domain, His body, and His army. He is
the center of it all, and we become excited
about pleasing and glorifying Him. In
trying to make the gospel so appealing that
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all we have to do is accept Jesus, we have
produced many who see Jesus as another
source of their pleasure, happiness, and
success. Humanism makes self the center
of our world and allows for religion, as
long as it is not a “radical” transfer of
affection and allegiance from self to Jesus.

To “accept Jesus into our heart” is not
bad or untrue, but be aware of what an
unregenerate mind can do with that
concept, especially when there is no
emphasis on sin or repentance. Remember
that our children have been strongly
influenced by humanism, which centers
life in self and rejects accountability and
authority.

The Bible calls us to “make disciples” --
to challenge the self-willed child of the
‘90's to “deny self,” and to take up his cross
daily and follow Christ. There are
thousands of people in the world today,
who are doing their own self-willed thing,
and who at one time accepted Jesus in
their heart; but, they never really grieved
and repented over their sin, and never
surrendered their life to Him as Lord.

We have brought sensual music into
the church in an effort to attract the
youth and to be “relevant.”

We have swallowed the line that “all
young people like sensual music,” and
that “it does not matter what style of
music you use, as long as it says
something.” But music is, in and of itself,
a language and a powerful
communication medium. Music can
touch the spirit, move the soul, and
stimulate the flesh. “

It is important to evaluate music on
the basis of principle, and not label any
“singing star” or group as ungodly, or evil.

Indeed, part of the problem is that sincere
artists are resorting to sensual styles and
secular methods in order to imitate the
world and thereby reach people. We do
not want to judge anyone’s motives,
especially if they are in Christian work.
But we must evaluate the music and look
at the fruit of the ministry. What is the
long-term effect of a given type of music
on the listeners? Do they tend to be mighty
in spirit? Are they soul winners? Do they
derive their pleasure from the music
alone, or is there a genuine joy of the Lord
and spiritual power expressed through
their music?

Here are a few things to consider in the
evaluation of music in the church.

e Taste in music is developed by
exposure. Not all teenagers enjoy
screaming “head-bangers” costumed in
spandex, chains, and Revlon.

e Some styles are carnal, and they draw
undue sensual attention to the singer.
Breathy vocalizations, “bedroom eyes,”
and lewd dress are being tolerated in
the name of “relevance;” but, what
does it produce in the hearts?

¢ The argument that “it sells” is the
doctrine of Balaam. Market share is not
a biblical criteria for validity in the
ministry.

e Is there an inordinate effort to imitate
the sounds and appearance of the
secular and satanic world of music, or
is the singer responding to the Spirit in
making a joyful noise unto the Lord?

e Test the spirit of the music and of the
musician. Is there a smile on his face?
Is there a message Dbeing
communicated? Is the music a vehicle
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for the Word that will move the heart,
or is the music a vehicle for the
musician to draw attention and
admiration to himself?

e Qur goal is to do all we can in order to
expose youth to godly music and to
cultivate a taste for spiritual things.

The Sunday School movement in
America has largely ignored its
greatest potential resource: parents.

The family is God’s primary means for
training youth. Unless parents have a
vision for daily devotions, Christian
music and programs, and a Christ-centered
lifestyle, the little scriptural knowledge we
can convey on Sunday morning will
continue to be overwhelmed by a flood of
secular, sensual, and satanic influences --
through movies, television, secular
education, and carnal friends. Our task is
to inspire young people to live a Christian
lifestyle and walk daily with God, and to
influence the parents to reinforce the
message of God’s Word during the week.

Children can memorize many times
more scripture than we have expected; but,
they need help from the family to do it,
especially young children who do not read.
Parents need to memorize along with
them. When educators adopt such a
philosophy, even kindergarten students
- memorize and quote chapters of the Bible,
not just segments of verses.

To reach and influence the children of
the '90's effectively, we must develop a
working relationship with those parents
who at least care enough to send their
children to Sunday School, even if they do
not bring them. We need to visit,
motivate, encourage, and use written

communications to get them to work with
us as co-laborers with Christ, and let them
know that we are supporting them in the
minds and hearts of their children.

Many Christian families do not have
a strong conviction about speaking
negatively about other believers.

There are many warnings and
reminders in the Bible about our tendency
to speak critically about each other. James
4:11 says, “Speak not evil one of another,
brethren.” The word for “speak evil” is
“katalaleo,” which means “negative
speaking.” When we are offended or
disagree, it is our nature to complain, or
murmur, to people we trust. It is the most
natural thing in the world to discuss the
sermon or leaders in the church with our
spouse. Unfortunately, many children
hear these discussions, and then develop
the impression that the church is “full of
hypocrites,” and, “you cannot trust the
pastor.” Many parents have tossed around
their complaints in the car or at home for
years; and then, they have wondered why
their children were so attracted to the bar
crowd, or to their secular friends.

We need to encourage each other to
believe and speak the best of one another.
If there are misunderstandings or conflicts,
go to the person with whom we have the
problem and resolve it quickly and quietly.
We need to be aware of the subtle effect
our grumbling has on little ears.

We cling to outdated methods and
materials.

We must realize that we are in a battle
for the minds and affections of children.
We are up against a world system which
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has at its disposal incredible, innovative,
sophisticated technology, with massive
budgets and manpower, producing an
alluring enticement to sensuality,
humanistic values, and the occult. We
need to know that we have the Holy
Spirit, God’s love, and His creative power.

Let us be intense in our planning,
preparation, and presentation of the
message of a better hope, a better lifestyle,
and a purpose for living through the Lord
Jesus Christ. You cannot compete with the
occult powers of He-man or Jem with a
one-dimensional flannelgraph lesson; but,
when you have an innovative, colorful,
team-oriented program combined with
agape love and genuine enthusiasm, along
with the operation of spiritual gifts and
sensitivity to their real need, you can
compete with the “darkness” crowd. They
have the illusion of power; we have God’s
power. We are in a war, and we can no
longer get by without the anointing and
creative skill.

The Sunday School can lapse into a
routine of singing and lesson
presentations, and neglect visitation
and personal relationships, which are
essential for effective training.

The purpose for dividing the youth
department into small classes is not

limited to communicating the message on
different levels. Nor is it limited to giving
an opportunity for several people to teach
in front of groups. Our purpose is to
divide into small groups, so that there can
be a more intimate and personal level of
ministry to the young people. If a School
of the Bible teacher sees his “ministry” as
merely talking in front of a class, he does
not understand ministry. Ministry means
meeting needs, whatever they are.

A teacher who never visits the
students, or rarely telephones them, is like
a pastor who only preaches sermons and
has no personal contact with the people.
Children need to relate to godly adult
leaders, who show that they care for them
personally. They need to hear their name,
and they need a listening ear, a hug, and a
little present that says, “You are very
special to me. Here is how you can see
God’s love, because I am showing you that
I love you.” Children, who get only a
classroom diet of lessons, seldom stay long
in the church. Each of us needs to feel
loved, appreciated, and needed.
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Do Not Send Them Away

“Send them away, that they may go
into the country round about, and
into the wvillages, and buy
themselves bread: for they have
nothing to eat.” (Mark 6:36)

We find one of the greatest Sunday
School lessons in this chapter. There are
several things that every worker needs to
learn from these verses:

“The day was now far spent ....”

(Mark 6:35)

When we look at the signs about us, we
must be aware that the “day of grace” is
indeed far spent. The night of God’s
judgment and tribulation is upon the
world. We do not have a guarantee of a
tomorrow for laboring in the harvest, so
we must have an urgency of spirit as we
relate to the work of soul winning. Jesus
was stirred by the lack of time to work, and
we should be as well.

“This is a desert place....”

(Mark 6:35)

Men and women are looking for
something to satisfy their spiritual thirst
and hunger for reality. People are flocking
to the illusion of drugs and to the
deceptions of cults, because they do not
have the reality or hope that only Jesus
Christ can bring. Young people see the
phoniness, emptiness, and hopelessness of
their predecessors; but, they do not know
where to turn. Water is a “type” of life,
and relates to the refreshing of God’s
Word and His presence in our life. When

we live apart from God, we dry up in
every area of life. Life becomes merely
existence. “The rebellious dwell in a dry
land.” (Psalms 68:6)

“Send them away.”

(Mark 6:36)

The only answer the disciples had for
the multitude was to send them
someplace else. They could not meet the
need of the people who came to them.
Unfortunately, many churches are in the
same condition. People come for help with
spiritual problems and resulting
emotional and physical troubles, and the
church sends them off to secular agencies
and unsaved “professionals.”

When the disciples came to Jesus, they
discovered that He had the answer. When
we are in touch with the Master, we can
meet the needs of people, because we are
His servants and ambassadors. Through
Christ we have the supply. The legitimate
church is a “storehouse” which can meet
the needs. That is what ministry is all
about: find a need and fill it.

“Jesus saw much people.”

(Mark 6:34)

It is possible for us to be with
thousands of people and never really SEE
them. We can overlook their real
problems and individual needs. God’s
people need spiritual perception. Jesus told
His disciples to “look on the fields, for they
are white already unto harvest.” (John
4:35) . They were waiting for some
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astounding event to initiate their
ministry, or for some great public appeal
for their services, but Jesus told them to
LOOK. He was telling them that people are
ready to hear and respond; and, if you are
perceptive, you will know it.

Jesus “....was moved with
compassion....”

(Mark 6:34)

The great heart of God was moved with
compassion, because the people were
scattered. God is by nature a Father and a
Gatherer. Jesus was concerned for the
people in their need. Today, there is a
dearth in the land. Sin is scattering
families by divorce and churches by
division, and too many church leaders still
work mechanically through their
programs and politics. Notice that Jesus
was moved by the scattered, hurting
people. He had compassion, and it
motivated Him to give to them whatever
they needed.

“He began to teach them many
things...”

(Mark 6:34)

Jesus was a teacher. Probably the
greatest need in the lives of the people was
a teacher, and they were hungry for the
truth. Every Sunday School teacher has a
tremendous responsibility to teach the
truth. Truth is not just a set of ideas; but, it
is also the expression of the person of Jesus
Christ. “I am the way, the TRUTH, and the
life....” (John 14:6) We are not just the
ministers of the sayings of Jesus, but we
are also “the ministers of Christ.... ” (1
Corinthians 4:1) We give Jesus to people.
A key element in the ministry team of an
effective church is God-conscious teachers,

who give themselves to the spiritual
ministry of teaching.

“Give ye them to eat.”

(Mark 6:37)

Jesus placed the responsibility on His
followers. “YOU give them something to
eat.” In John 21:15, Jesus asked Peter,
“.lovest thou me? ... Feed my lambs.”
Jesus saw a direct correlation between
Peter’s love for Him and his ministry to
hungry people. “If you love me, you will
bless my children.”

If you and I love the Lord, we will give
the world the “Bread of Life.”

“...and they sat down in ranks by
hundreds and by fifties.”

(Mark 6:40)

It is interesting to note that Jesus
separated the people into “departments,”
and then gave each disciple responsibility
over a group. They all had a part in the
ministry, and none of them was omitted.

A good Sunday School program makes
it possible for every worker to have a valid
and fruitful ministry. If all of us do our
part and minister to our own group, the
hungry multitude will be fed. “We are
workers together with God.”

“...He blessed and brake the
loaves....”

(Mark 6:41)

Jesus gave the bread to the disciples. By
the Spirit, He took what was available and
made it enough to meet the need. We
need to be sure that what we are feeding
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people is from the Lord, and not from our
own imagination, or something we
gleaned from the world’s “wisdom.” Jesus
blessed the bread and He gave it to the
disciples. We need to remember that if we
have any good thing to give, it was given
to us by the Lord. “Freely ye have received,
freely give.” (Matthew 10:8)

“...and they took up twelve baskets
full of the fragments ....”

(Mark 6:43)

When God is our source, He is able to
supply more than enough to meet our
need. He is also a God of order, and He
wants nothing wasted. By multiplying the
supply beyond the need, He made an
opportunity for the disciples to serve as
custodians. A teacher’s work is not

finished when the class has gone. He

needs to be responsible for some
maintenance and physical preparation as
well.

The scripture makes it clear that the
whole multitude was filled. Jesus more
than met the need. He is the answer! He is
the Bread of Life and the Water of Life. He
is preparing us, as His disciples, to
distribute the abundant life in Christ to the
hungry multitude waiting to hear. Do not
send them away. Feed them.
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Why Unsaved People Do Not Come to Church

Jesus Christ said, “Go ye into all the
world....” (Mark 16:15) He instructed us to
“fish” for men. It is our responsibility to
compel others to come in and hear the
Word. We are commissioned by God to be
His witnesses to a lost world; to go where
men are; to reach; and to teach.

The motivating drive of Christians
should be to win unsaved people to Jesus.
We can only win men if we contact them
where they are. If we are indifferent to
soul winning, we will deteriorate into a
religious club, instead of into God’s mighty
army. We must develop a passion to obey
the Lord in His Great Commission.

We are not called to sit back and “hold
the fort” until Jesus comes. We are called
to be laborers in the harvest, to “occupy”
until He comes. Here are some of the
reasons unsaved people do not come to
church. As we evaluate these reasons, it is
clear that much of the blame is ours; and
that, if we will respond to the Great
Commission, many more people will
come to Jesus and discover that He gives
“life...more abundantly.” (John 10:10)

They are not invited.

Very few of us invite people to church.
We invite friends to our home. We invite
neighbors to social functions. We invite
people to PTA meetings, sports events, or
shopping trips; but, how often do we
invite unchurched neighbors or co-
workers to church? Each year, one out of
every five Americans changes residence.
Many of them stay home on Sunday,
because no Christians have shown an

interest by inviting them to their church
services.

They are not welcomed.

It is very difficult for the average
outsider to “break in” to the average
church group. Most churches are very
“close knit.” It is good to be close friends
with fellow church members; but, if we
become exclusive, we miss the blessing of
reaching out and growing personally.

We have a natural tendency to like
“sameness” -- the same pew, the same
songs, the same faces. Often, people who
are different (foreigners, people from a
different social standing, people with more
needs than qualities to offer) are not
enthusiastically welcomed in a church.

It is interesting that Jesus spoke of
judging “church” people as dividing sheep
from goats (Matthew 25:32-33), and the
criteria for His evaluation is based on our
response to various kinds of hurting,
needy people. One major focus of Jesus is
our response to the “new guy.” “I was a
stranger, and you took me in.” (Matthew
25:35) A great mark of spiritual maturity is
our ability to genuinely welcome new
people into our lives; to make new
friends; and to love the stranger.

They are embarrassed.

We often embarrass people, who come
to church or to a class for the first time, by
the way we introduce them or insist that
they stand or talk. We need to be sensitive
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to their personal response to that. Most
people like to be welcomed and blessed by
individuals in one-on-one conversation,
as in a greeting time, or after the service.
However, they are very uncomfortable
about being put “on display” in front of a
group of people whom they do not know.

They are not made aware of the
presence of Christ.

If we are not careful, we can spend a lot
of time in non-essentials and over-
emphasize our programs, instead of the
Lord. People today are hungry for reality.
They need to see Jesus and hear the Word
of God. They do not need more activity.
They need a personal relationship with
Jesus Christ.

They are not attracted.

What is our reputation in the
community? Are we known as “The First
Church of the Hatfields and McCoys?” Are
we seen as a bickering, feuding fellowship,
or are we “known by our love?” It is
important that Christians do not talk
about internal problems with outsiders.
The unreached have no desire to become a
part of a group which forces them to take
sides on issues.

It is also important to keep the building
as attractive as possible. If visitors see dirty
floors, an unkempt lawn, or a unclean
restroom, they will tend to react
negatively. The way we care for physical
things does reflect the way we feel about
ourselves and about our God.

We would also do well to examine our
mannerisms carefully and our “worship
calisthenics.” We are often guilty of doing

things because of habit rather than
participating in praise and worship as a
true reflection of the heart.

They see too much hypocrisy.

How many times do we ignore people
all year, and then invite them to attend
church when there is a contest or special
program? People often react negatively to
Christians when they think they are
wanted as a number; or, because we need
their money. They also look at our own
lives, and sometimes they see our
preoccupation with seeking after the same
temporal values for which they are
seeking.

They do not see us excited about the
Lord.

One Christian family was relocated to a
new city, and visited a full-gospel church
similar in doctrine to the one they had left.
Their comment was, “It was a nice church.
The preaching was good, and the people
were friendly; but, most of them sat in the
back pews during the service. We were
near the front in a sea of empty seats. We
felt self-conscious, and decided that, if they
were not excited about being there, we
would not be either. We settled on
another church down the road.”

They do not see that the church can
meet their needs.

Sometimes the church becomes too
focused on programs and gives the
impression that it needs people to meet
the needs of the church. Instead, we need
to show the world that the church has
answers for real problems. In some areas,
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there is an exodus from Christian
churches to the Mormon religion, because
the Mormons are perceived to have a
stronger emphasis on family values and
relationships. People are hungry for that.
“Teach me how to get my marriage healed,
and how to handle my rebellious teenager.
That is what I really need.” :

They do not feel that they are loved.

Do we really love outsiders? Too often,
we are critical of the unsaved, instead of
loving them enough to lead them to the
Word of God and to the church. When we
are willing to invite and welcome the lost,
regardless of their weaknesses, our
churches will be filled. Men are hungry for
Christ. There is no other real answer to the
basic needs and problems in their lives.
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The Importance of Repentance

One of the basic motivations among
genuinely born-again Christians is the
desire to lead people to a saving
knowledge of Jesus Christ. Heaven is so
wonderful; God is so good; and hell is so
horrible that we want everyone we know
to be saved. We grieve over every soul
who dies without knowing God. We agree
that it is possible for people to become
religious and not really have a spiritual
new birth. How do we lead people to a
genuine, supernatural, “new creature”
experience that will result in a life lived in
service and worship to God? How do we
influence them to become disciples of the
Lord?

Jesus spoke of people in the judgment
who will say, “Lord,...have we not...in thy
name done many wonderful works?”
(Matthew 7:22-23) and He will say, “I never
knew you, depart from me, ye that work
iniquity.” (Matthew 7:23) There are many
people who think they are going to
heaven; but, they are not. They call Jesus
“Lord,” but they “work iniquity.” In our
sincere desire to see people saved, perhaps
we have become too eager to persuade
them to “make a confession of faith.” We
have brought a large number of people
into the church who think they have a
guaranteed ticket to heaven, because they
“believed;” when all they really have done
is to assent intellectually to the validity of
Christ’s messianic claims. Biblically, that is
not enough. The Apostle James said,

“Thou believest that here is one
God; thou doest well: the devils
also believe, and tremble.” (James
2:19)

God’s purpose in the earth is not to
create people to populate heaven. His
purpose is to have a covenant people, who
will live and reign with Him forever. The
Bible never says that our part is only to
accept Jesus. In fact, it says that He accepts
us into His life. (Ephesians 1:6) There are
many people who are converts to
Christianity; and yet they are not living for
Christ. These people have not understood
their need for genuine repentance, and
live their lives as if to say, “I do not love
God; but, I have accepted Jesus into my
heart, and I am going to heaven. I am
saved by grace, and my works have
nothing to do with it. So, I am going to
live the way I please and enjoy the world
while I am here.”

The Apostle Jude warned that ungodly
men turn “the grace of God into
lasciviousness....” (Jude 4) In other words,
they would say, “since grace is only
unmerited favor, then I can sin and get
away with it. God loves me. Therefore, I
do not need to fear God.”

When Charles Finney preached during
the Great Awakening revival in America
in the 19th century, he often preached on
the fiery judgment of God. He preached
that hell is hot and sin is dirty. People
went forward to the “mourner’s bench,”
often weeping and wailing as the message
was finished. They were under strong
conviction, and anxious to be relieved of
their burden of guilt. Often, Brother
Finney refused to give the altar call,
saying, “if you are really sincere, think
about it another day, and I will pray with
you tomorrow.” Historians note that over
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85% of his thousands of converts became
faithful church members, and served the
Lord the rest of their lives. Compare that
with the statistic that only 5% of Billy
Graham'’s converts become members of
local churches. When asked, “What would
you do if you had it to do all over again?”
Dr. Graham replied, “I would focus my
energies on training leaders, as Jesus did,
and not just on mass meetings.”

Is it wrong to say, “accept Jesus into
your life?” No, not really. That is part of it.
But, if that is our only emphasis, it can be
dangerous. In recent decades, mercy and
love have been emphasized to the point
where some have preached and taught an
“easy-believism” message. They have
made it as easy as possible for people to
“make a decision for Christ,” and have
diluted or eliminated repentance and
covenant.

Notice in scripture that Jesus addressed
the particular needs of the people to
whom He was speaking. When a rich
young ruler asked Jesus for the key to
eternal life, Jesus said, “give your money
away,” because that was his problem. He
knew who God was, and the principles of
covenant with Him, but he loved his
money, and that was his only hindrance to
following Christ.

What was the basic need of the people
in Jesus’ time? The Jews had the scripture,
and they believed it. They understood the
principles of God’s lordship and His
covenant. They were looking for their
Messiah. The one great national problem
they had was accepting Jesus of Nazareth
as their Messiah. The rest was already
understood. To say to a modern member
of a Christian, but humanistic, culture,
that “all you need to do is to accept Jesus”
would be the equivalent of telling anyone

that the way to be saved forever is to give
away all your money. Today, we should
probably say to orthodox Jews that they
need to accept Jesus into their lives. In our
“Christian” culture, where Jesus is
accepted by most people as God’s Son -- the
baby in the manger -- we have many
people willing to accept Him as Savior;
but, they have not repented of their sins or
surrendered their lives to Him as Lord.

Today, many people in our humanisti-
cally-dominated society are “consumers.”
They live for themselves and for what
they can get. They are “their own person.”
If that person is taught “just to accept Jesus
and go to heaven,” he probably will accept
Jesus as part of his life; and then he will go
on living for himself, with the sense that
he does not need to repent, because
everything will turn out all right for him.

Yes, there will be those who will be
genuinely born again when they hear the
message of God’s love, and many others
will take advantage of the “offer.” Jude
taught that for different people, you need a
different approach.

“And of some have compassion,
making a difference: And others
save with fear, pulling {them} out
of the fire; hating even the
garment spotted by the flesh.” (Jude
22-23)

Many people will never experience
true conversion until they understand the
fear of the Lord.

The first word of the gospel is “repent,”
or “turn from sin.” God’s purpose is
covenant, not converts. He is seeking
worshippers, (John 4:23) not acceptance.
Jesus died to redeem us from our sinful
lifestyle, not just from hell. (1 Peter 1:18) In
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genuine Christianity, we do not accept
Jesus into our lifestyle. Religion is often
the practice of living for self during the
week, and then making some time for God
on Sunday. The other days are for making
money, watching TV, and worshipping
sports or soaps. Jesus is seen as a gentle
Santa, wanting desperately to give us
happiness, standing on the perimeter of
our lives, “waiting patiently in line.”

God is not a gentle Santa. He is still
seeking a covenant people. Most people in
America will “accept Jesus,” mentally or
historically. Most anyone would be willing
to accept Jesus as their Savior, in order to
accept the free gift of eternal life. But Jesus
said,

“If any man will come after me, let
him deny himself, take up his cross
daily, and follow me.” (Luke 9:23)

In other words, “deny self and become
part of the body of Christ, finding your
identity in Him and His purposes.” We all
want a Savior, but do we want a Lord?

Teach a gospel message to any church
group and then ask, “who among you
would like to be assured of a place in
heaven, and would like to avoid hell?”
No one wants to go to hell; and yet, Jesus
said that most people are going there.
When you tell people, “God loves you so
much that He sent Jesus to die in your
place so you can go to heaven,” you are
speaking truth. But consider that there are
many in our “me-centered” culture who
will interpret that to say, “Yes, I believe
that I am very important, and that God is
waiting eagerly to give me a ticket to
heaven.” They may accept the deal,
especially if there is little emphasis on
repentance or turning from their sin to
serve God. Is there a legitimate spiritual

birth if there is no conviction by the Holy
Spirit, genuine grief over sin, or surrender
to Christ’s Lordship?

John said,

“As many as received him, to them
gave he power to become the sons
of God, even to them that believe
on his name:” (John 1:12)

First of all, he is speaking specifically of
the Jews, who, as a nation of God’s people,
rejected Christ as the Messiah sent by God.
Only those who received Him had the
potential to become the sons of God. Note
that it does not say, “As many as received
Him were the sons of God.” Jesus taught
us that, in order to receive the benefit
from the ministry of any prophet, you first
had to receive the prophet. (Matthew
10:41) Unless you acknowledge in your
heart that Jesus is both Lord and Christ,
your repentance will mean nothing.
Secondly, to receive Christ as Lord must be
more than just an act of the mind or will,
because we can be born again only as God
works in our spirit, and the mind and will
are part of the soul. To receive Jesus Christ
as Lord, you must genuinely repent from
sin and turn to God. You cannot continue
to “be your own person” and also become
the “new creation” God wants you to be.

When you are leading an individual or
group to Jesus Christ, look for and
encourage genuine repentance. Is God
dealing with them about their sin, and do
they want to be free? The problem with
most people is that we often want to be set
free from the consequences of sin, but not
free from sin. Our nation is working
desperately for a medical cure for the
disease of AIDS, and we are not crying out
against the promiscuous immorality that
is spreading it. We are reacting nationally
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to the symptom, and refusing to address
the cause. It was much the same with the
Jews in Jesus’ day. The Jews wanted a
messiah who would set them free from
Rome; but, Jesus came to set them free
from sin. They wanted Him to conquer
Caesar, but He came to conquer Satan.

Religion is a function of the soul -- mind,
will, and emotion -- but genuine
Christianity is a relationship with God
through the spirit -- “...and they that
worship him must worship (him} in spirit
and in truth.” (John 4:24)

Many people are led to accept Jesus
emotionally or intellectually; but, that is
not saving faith. It can produce good
feelings about God, or stimulate hope; but,
that is not saving faith. One approach to
evangelism is to teach young people “just
to accept Jesus,” and afterward, when the
converts have fears, doubts, and confusion
in their lives, reassure them repeatedly
that they are saved. But the Apostle Paul
said,

“Therefore, being justified by faith,
we have peace with God through
our Lord Jesus Christ.” (Romans
5:1)

As a result of true repentance and faith,
we will have peace if we have really been
born again and have been genuinely
justified by a supernatural work of God'’s
grace. We will have a “witness of the
Spirit” that we are the sons of God. When
a “convert” does not have that peace or
witness, we should check his foundation,
rather than merely try to “treat the
symptoms” and convince him he is saved.
Was there repentance? Was there a
genuine response of faith to God in the
spirit? Was there a supernatural new
birth? There are numerous accounts in

scripture of people who thought they were
in right relationship with God; but, they
were not. People who were right with God
always knew it; and their works were a
testimony to their profession of faith.
(James 2:18)

If there is doubt, fear, and rebellion in
our converts, perhaps we should not be
too quick to minister assurance of their
salvation before we check the foundation.
The epistle to the Hebrews lists six
“foundation stones” in chapter six. They
are:

* Repentance from dead works;
¢ Faith toward God;

¢ Baptisms;

¢ Laying on of hands;

e Resurrection from the dead;
* Eternal judgment.

The Hebrew Christians were repeating
these basics; and they were encouraged to
“go on unto maturity” instead of getting
saved repeatedly. Today, many people,
who do not have a biblical foundation in
their lives, are trying to go on to maturity.

Genuine faith will produce obedience
and works. When we lead people to
genuine faith in Christ, they will not just
use God for “fire insurance;” they will be
changed. They not only accept Christ as
their Savior, but also as their Lord -- the
owner, the one who has the right to make
the final decisions. As we “confess with
our mouth the Lord Jesus Christ, we shall
be saved” (Romans 9:9) (brought to
wholeness, healed, made right). The more
we affirm and acknowledge His authority
in our lives, the more we will walk in
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victory. Sin is the result of our self-
centered motivations, as we focus too
much on the temporal aspects of life and
neglect the spiritual. Sin is always an “I”
problem. Faith is a focus on God and His
purposes.

Genuine salvation involves a spiritual
birth by the Spirit of God. There is always
conviction for sin and a drawing by the
Holy Ghost. Faith stirs in our hearts, and
draws us to trust God with our lives, our
goals, our dreams, and even our money.
We make a covenant with God and seal it
with obedience in water baptism. If we are
genuinely born again, we would naturally
have a desire to-hear His Word and love
His people. “Every one that loveth is born
of God, and knoweth God.” (1 John 4:7)
Religion causes people to conform to
expectations. True Christianity is a
supernatural transformation, not a
reformation or a conformation. If our
lives and lifestyles are unchanged, then we
should examine ourselves, whether we
are in the faith. (2 Corinthians 13:5)

What is our Great Commission?

“Go ye therefore, and teach all
nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching
them to observe all things
whatsoever 1 have commanded
you....” (Matthew 28:19-20)

What are the actions commanded?
“Go.... teach.... baptize.... teach.” Certainly
there is a place for evangelism. Win souls,
and lead them to seal that covenant in
submission to God in water baptism. Then
“teach them to do what I have
commanded you.” Instruct them. Build
their character. Teach them to live godly
lives in an ungodly world. As we nurture
and train young people, they will naturally
become positive witnesses to the goodness
of God. People who are genuinely saved
and living for God in harmony with one
another will be the world’s most powerful
witness that the Bible message is true.

“By this shall all men know that ye
are my disciples, if ye have love
one to another.” (John 13:35)
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Section 4

Sensational Sunday School Sessions

The Importance of Scheduling Your Class

Please read this section very carefully!
If you are going to be a successful teacher
and enjoy an efficient class, it will be
necessary for you to schedule the activity
of the class.

If you are given an hour to teach the
class, take advantage of every single
moment. A suggested time schedule
follows on the next page. In developing
this schedule, both the age and attention
span of your students were taken into
account. If you will discipline yourself to
follow the schedule, you will be able to
accomplish all the goals for the class
session; keep your students’ attention; and
minister effectively to all in the class.

There are many advantages to
scheduling your class:

1. It makes it easier for you to prepare
for the class.

2. It helps you cover much more
information in the allotted time.

3. It keeps the class moving and
maintains the interest of the students.

4. It allows the leader of the class to
involve others in helping with the
class. This is one of the greatest
advantages of having a schedule.
When used effectively, it will help
build a strong ministry team. It is also

an excellent way to train and involve
new workers. To many people, the
responsibility for teaching for an
entire hour in Sunday School is
overwhelming and intimidating.
However, helping with a 5-minute
segment of the class is much more
appealing. Gradually involve new
workers in the class. Invite them to
lead the song service, or help with the
memory verse, or receive the
offering. Encourage them to get
acquainted with the students and
learn how the class operates by
observing the class for a week or two
before they actually minister. Then, as
their familiarity and confidence
builds, assign new or expanded
responsibilities to them. Before you
know it, you will have trained
another worker for the School of the
Bible!

5. A well-scheduled class will minimize
discipline problems.

6. Keeping a schedule will protect the
teacher from spending too much time
in one area of class activity.

It is very important to acquaint yourself
with all of the suggestions given in this
section. Become familiar with each
segment of the class and how it is to
operate. In so doing, you will become the
very best’' teacher you can be!
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Fifth Grade Sunday School
Class Schedule

8:35 a.m. Team Prayer, Greet Students, Fellowship.
9:05 a.m. Song Service.
9:16 am. Offering.

Announcements, Birthdays, Promotions.
9:22 am. Catechism in Doctrine.
9:32 a.m. Life-related Story, Object Lesson or Project.
9:42 a.m. Bible Lesson.
9:55 a.m. Prayer and Closing.

10:00 a.m. Dismiss to General Service.
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10.

Preparation for Class

Pray for the class each day during the week as you plan early for your part of the class
presentation.

On Saturday night, go to bed early to get rested and refreshed. Be prepared to give your
very best to the Lord and to your class.

Arrive in the classroom 30 minutes before the class is scheduled to begin.

Pray with your co-workers. Be especially aware of any specific needs or problems which
may need ministry before the students begin to arrive. Be honest with one another. If
you are “not with it;” or, if you are going through a personal struggle which will affect
your ministry, ask others to pray for you.

Share together concerning the plans of each member of the team for the day. Make sure
your themes and songs flow together.

. Review the memory verse together. Every adult on the team should memorize the

scripture verse before the class begins.

Greet the students as they arrive, and have some kind of activity or craft prepared to
occupy their time while they are waiting. You may want to let them work on the
activity sheet for the lessons. Gently motivate them to come early by making it a
rewarding time.

Be sensitive to any child who arrives with a heavy heart. Pay attention to special
problems and to things you might overhear.

If you see a child who is having difficulty settling down, do not feel aggravated that he
might disrupt your presentation. Remember that a disruptive child usually indicates a
need for special attention and ministry. He is not a fleshly interruption to your nice
program. He is the primary reason you are there. The greatest mlmstry is that which
can meet the greatest needs and heal the greatest hurts.

Prepare the room; prepare your hearts; prepare the team; and then start on time.
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Singing with Joy

Goal: To create an atmosphere of joy and to prepare young hearts to
receive the Word of God.
Focus: Lively, active songs.

Time Limit: 8 Minutes.

1. We sing to develop a focus on the Lord. Make sure your songs have a valid biblical
message, as well as a happy tune and rhythm.

2. Remember to use songs the students enjoy, rather than songs that best relate to you.
Slow, quiet songs should be rare for young classes.

3. Always go through the actions with them. Lead with joy and enthusiasm. Get the
students involved. Have them move around with marching, jumping, and other
actions.

4. Coordinate the songs with the lesson each week. You are working as a team in order to
communicate a central truth with songs, Bible study, stories, and prayer. Use different
songs each week.

5. See that the musician gets a list of all the songs for the day and knows the keys and
chord progressions ahead of time. Make sure the musician knows the songs you want
to sing.

6. If you have times when you have no musician available, soundtracks for a variety of
song selections can be made and held in reserve.

7. To teach new songs, sing the song over several times for the class, and reinforce the
message with a few words of introduction or a related scripture reference. It also helps
to have related actions, or even a few pictures for a visual aid.

8. Generally, it is best to begin with lively, happy songs, and reserve any devotional, slow
song for the end. It may also be appropriate to use a song to reinforce or conclude
another segment of the class. Be sure the song is directly related to the lesson, and not
just something to “fill in” or kill time.

©1995 Paul E. Paino Ministries, Inc. 99



Section 4 | Sensational Sunday School Sessions

Offering and Prayer

Time Limit: 7 Minutes.

The Offering Time.

1. It is important that young people learn the joy and importance of giving. Make the
offering a joyful time in the class. Teach them to rejoice in giving to the Lord’s work.

2. Set the example. Always contribute something to the offering yourself.

w

. Let different students have the privilege of collecting the offering.

N

. If you are receiving an offering for a missionary, talk about the work the missionary is
doing for the Lord; and let the children share in the excitement of the ministry.

[$)]

. Occasionally, it is acceptable to let the boys compete against the girls, in raising money
for missions.

=)

- Try to think of a way to receive the offering which will add variety and relate to the
mission or to the lesson.

a. Example: If the offering is for Mexico, try to get a pifiata or a sombrero to hold the
offering.

b. If the lesson is on Joash, try to get some kind of chest to use to hold the offering.

Prayer Time.

1. Make prayer time meaningful by first giving an opportunity for reports and praise
concerning answered prayer.

2. When prayer requests relate to students, workers, or their immediate families, make
sure someone writes down the requests and asks each student during the week
concerning the need they mentioned.

3. If there are several prayer requests, lead the prayer yourself. Do not embarrass a student
who might forget one of the needs.
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4. If you have a small class, have each student, at different times, pray a short prayer. Each

student can include a prayer of thanksgiving, as well as a petition that is on his or her
heart. Note any major need that is indicated, such as “God, help my parents to stay
together;” and bring it to the attention of someone qualified to minister to that need.

Try to include each student’s name in your prayer in some way. Ideally, you should
know something about each of them, so that you can pray for them and not embarrass
them.

a. Pray, “Lord, we pray that you will heal Jason’s grandmother...”

b. Do not pray, “Lord, help Angela to conquer her mean temper;” or, “God, help Lisa
with her bed-wetting.” Pray that God will help Angela and Lisa with their problems.

Teach the children to talk to God in prayer. Let them know that God answers prayer.
Whenever possible, show them the results of prayer.

Do not recite prayers. Teach the Lord’s prayer to the children as a model of a good
prayer.

102

©1995 Paul E. Paino Ministries, Inc.



Section 4 Sensational Sunday School Sessions

Teaching with Purpose

Goal: To communicate the Word of God with skill and excitement.
Focus: One major biblical principle concerning doctrine or Christian
character.

Time Limit: 8 Minutes.

Kev Principles of Good Teachi

1. Always know the story well, and tell it in your own words. Never read a Bible lesson to
your students.

2. Memorize key names, numbers, and facts.

3. Use some kind of visual aid, such as flannelgraph, overhead, large drawings, charts,
puppets, filmstrip, costume, drama, or video.

4. Relate to the students personally by asking them about facts they should know. Never
say, “Who knows the answer to...” Instead, say, “Billy, who was the...” Make it a goal to
use as many of their names as possible during the lesson. Remember that names are
very important. Calling on specific students will:

a. Draw them into the lesson by anticipating that a question may be directed at them.
b. Avoid the answers being monopolized by a few outgoing students.

c. Draw out the shy member of the class, and make him feel that he is a part of it.

d. Make each student feel special.

e. Help you learn their names.

5. As you tell the Bible story, watch the students. Look them in the eye and be sensitive to
their response. The temptation will be to preach to them, or to be more concerned
about your lesson and delivery than about the people you are teaching. There is a
difference between preaching and teaching. A good teacher will make each member of
the class feel a part of the lesson presentation.
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6. Always keep in mind that, behind every name and set of facts in the Bible, there is a

lesson in life and character. Focus on the character strengths and weaknesses that
resulted in the conflict or rewards, and show that God is always just and consistent as
our judge and heavenly Father.

Never embarrass a student. If you are aware that there is only one student who is not
born again, why have an “altar call?” Instead, why not purpose to visit the child and
perhaps his family, and lead him to the Lord at home; or, talk to him at another time?
Never teach a group something that applies only to one if you can minister to that
person alone.

. To receive the respect of those you teach, show respect for them as individuals. Show

appreciation for their attendance and cooperation, and let them know that you see
them as very special people. Also, encourage them to honor their parents and their
pastor at all times.
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Story-telling to Touch Hearts

Goal: To reinforce the central theme of the lesson with a related story.

Focus: A true or true-to-life story that will help create a focus on God and
on godly heroes.

Time Limit: 8 Minutes.

Principles of -
1. Always know the story well, and tell it in your own words.

2. Memorize key names, numbers, and facts.

3. Whenever possible, use some kind of visual aid, such as flannelgraph, overhead, large
drawings, charts, puppets, filmstrip, costume, drama, or video.

4. Instead of relying on fiction, use stories that are true. Use biographies of great Christians
to illustrate the lesson and stimulate interest in godly heroes.

5. Research the geographic and cultural setting of the story. Paint a picture with words
which will keep the students interested and stimulate their imaginations.

6. Be animated and expressive in telling the story. You may even want to enlist a teaching
team member to help you act out a part of it; or, ask one or two of the students to help.

7. Make sure that your students can draw a definite biblical conclusion from the story you
are telling.
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Scripture Memorization

Goal: “Thy Word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against

thee.” (Psalms 119:11)

Focus: Memorize key verses of scripture in order to implant the message

in the hearts of students.

Time Limit: 8 Minutes.

Key Principles of Scripture Memorization.

1.

Many students have a far greater capacity for memorization than we have recognized
in the past. Do not make it too easy, or it will not be a challenge to them.

It is highly recommended that you try to motivate the parents to memorize the

‘passages at home along with the children. This will greatly increase the children’s

capacity to retain scripture, and it could be a great encouragement to families in their
home devotions. '

One tool in memorization is to focus on and understand the concept communicated by
the verse. It is easier to memorize by visualizing the verse, rather than by trying to
recite a group of words by rote.

Talk through the verse; explain the meaning of each major word; and review the
overall meaning of the verse.

Whenever possible, use visual aids to reinforce the idea in their minds.

Repeat the verse often. Then, say it at least in one other way, in your own words. Look
up the reference in several other translations, and read them to amplify the meaning.

Have the students repeat the verse several times as a group. You may also want to call
on a few individuals to recite it.

Quiz them on the concepts and key words.

. Have them meditate a few moments on the verse; that is, to visualize the verse being

applied to their own lives and situations.
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10. Ask for testimonies that might relate to the principle idea in the verse.

108 ©1995 Paul E. Paino Ministries, Inc.



Section 4 Sensational Sunday School Sessions
Catechism in Doctrine
Goal: To build a foundation of wisdom and understanding of the Word of
God, “line upon line, precept upon precept.”
Focus: A clear and concise answer to a basic question on Scriptural truth.

Time Limit:

8 Minutes.

Catechism: One of the Greek words in the Bible for “teach “ is “katechéo,”
which means “to sound down into the ear; to indoctrinate.” Our
word “catechism” means “to teach systematically with questions
and answers.”

Key Princi fY hi

1. Familiarize yourself with the list of catechism questions included in this manual for
this specific grade level. The objective is to systematically communicate a balanced
perspective on the essential truths of God’s Word, according to the vision of the pastor
and the leadership of your local church.

It is important that we all “speak the same thing.” Probably, all of us believe in the
basics, as expressed in the “Apostle’s Creed;” but, we will have some different ideas on
less critical issues, especially if we have come from different Christian backgrounds. Do
not deliberately teach something which you know will be contradicted in the pulpit.
Even if you feel you are more accurate in your eschatology or hermeneutics, do not
create confusion. Be a servant, and let the children hear a harmonious sound from
their different authorities.

“Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the
same thing, and {that) there be no divisions among you; but {that} ye be perfectly joined
together in the same mind and in the same judgment.” (1 Corinthians 1:10)

3. Read the question aloud carefully and deliberately. You may want to read it again , or
repeat the thought several times during the discussion. You may also wish to ask for a
volunteer to explain his answer; but, be careful not to embarrass him or ignore his
erroneous concepts, and thus give tacit approval. Usually, he will be “partly right,” or
“close.”
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Do your homework. Look up scripture references ahead of time in several translations,
and know how to answer misinformed students. This will be more critical as you deal
with older classes, especially if they have come from different backgrounds. Try to
anticipate the areas where questions will be the most likely to arise in their minds, and
explain them with scripture in your presentation.

. If you have questions on a doctrinal topic that you are to present, contact one of the

pastors well in advance of the class. A phone consultation will usually be adequate to
clarify the position of your local church and give added insights on the topic.

Review related questions and answers from previous weeks in order to refresh the
students’ memories and help build a solid base in their spiritual foundation of truth.

Try to think of some kind of visual aid to strengthen their memories. For reading
students, at least write the question on a chalkboard or poster, and then add a brief
summary of the answer.

Each Administrator will be encouraged to review the concepts periodically with the
class, or with individual students in order to reinforce the importance of learning basic
truths. At the end of the class year, a quiz will be given to the students on the questions
assigned to the teaching team for the year.
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Section 5

Life-related Stories

Using Life-related Stories

These stories are to be used to supple-

ment the lessons in the Complete School
of the Bible Manual. Since neither series

has to be used every week, they can be
alternated with the catechism lessons.
They will add color and interest to the
lessons and should have a greater impact
on the students than fabricated stories.

This series is not a compilation of the
"best,” or "greatest” in Christian history.
Many of the accounts are from the lives of
"everyday" people, who may not have
achieved anything spectacular in life, but
who did have a particular experience
which illustrated an important lesson.
Many people are included, because they
happen to be known by the writer. Other
stories come from the well-documented
biographies of famous people.

We want to promote Christian heroes.
All of us tend to emulate the people we
focus on, and the secular world is busy
promoting the popularity and success of
many vain, shallow people, whose lives
bear little resemblance to Jesus-Christ.
When we do speak of ungodly people, we
want to put them into the proper context.
We not only want to know their public
image and success, but also to be aware of
their personal disasters and the moral
failures which led to their wrong
philosophies and choices.

Some of the stories come from the
lives of people who were not Christians at
all. As we read the Bible, we see a very
comprehensive mix of people, ranging

from a sanctified saint to a surly scoundrel.
We learn wisdom from both the heroes
and the villains of history. We can profit
by understanding both winners and losers.
The key is the word understanding.

We have avoided trying to create
another "Who's Who" in Christianity,
because the topic is so subjective.

This is a collection of teaching
illustrations from the lives of people.
Some of them are notable, great leaders,
and some are quite ordinary. The most
lauded and visible people are not
necessarily the most fruitful. When we get
to heaven, all of us will probably be
surprised to see that the greatest rewards
and highest honors go to faithful
"nobodies," while the rich and famous of
today may have lesser positions. We seek
to glean illustrations from the lives of a
variety of people. We want to understand
the factors that have resulted in a joyful,
fruitful life for others, so that we might
apply those same principles in our lives.

This collection should also serve as a
model for the teacher. Each teacher can
glean some stories from his own
experiences, or from the experiences of
people he knows. Those Christians who
are in the habit of witnessing to the lost
and reaching out to people will tend to
have many more good stories than anyone
else. Use stories you know and try to focus
on real people and true stories. This takes
more research and effort than fictional
stories, but it is far more effective.
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The Story of Catherine Booth

Catherine Mumford was born in 1829.
Three of her four brothers died in infancy;
and so, her mother was very protective of
her two remaining children. Catherine
grew up in an atmosphere filled with love
and wisdom. She received an excellent
home education. Before she was twelve
years old, she had read through the entire
Bible eight times. As a child, she wrote
brilliant and insightful magazine articles
for magazines, being careful not to let
them know that she was only a child.

One day, she was playing outside when
she saw a drunk being arrested and taken
off to jail. There were many people
around who were jeering and mocking the
poor man; but Catherine marched over to
walk beside the man as he was led away.
Later, while in boarding school, she was
quick to defend and comfort those who
were picked on by the older or “smarter”
children who would play “practical” jokes
on them. (This is called “folly” in the
Bible.) She worked hard, but had to give
up her schooling because of poor health.
She had severe back problems; but while
she was bedfast, she gave herself to reading
and memorizing.

In her early teens, she “fell in love”
with a young man; but then she realized
that he was not completely devoted to
God, so she broke off the relationship.
This was a wise move, because she would
later marry a great preacher and have a
long and fruitful ministry with him.

Although Catherine was a devout and
diligent person, she struggled with doubts
about her salvation. For six weeks, she
wrestled with God for assurance. Finally,
she read a hymn which said,

“My God, I am Thine, what a comfort
divine.

What a blessing to know that my Jesus
is mine.”

These words ignited her soul, and she
ran to tell her mother of her joy.

One day, Catherine heard a fiery young
Methodist preacher named William
Booth. They became close friends, and
began to encourage each other spiritually.
They would talk about God, and inspire
one another as soul-winners. In four
months, they had led 1,739 people to the
Lord. After a happy three-year courtship,
they were married; and they began to
travel together as an evangelistic team.

Mrs. Booth was very timid, and loved
only to hear her husband preach. While
she was focused on her four small
children, God began to move her again.
After Mr. Booth had preached to a group
of 3,000 people, Mrs. Booth stood up and
surprised him by publicly confessing that
she had resisted God’s call to preach, and
that she would start preaching nightly.
This was unusual, because many people
were strongly opposed to women
preachers. William and Catherine Booth
became one of the greatest husband and
wife preaching teams in history, and
founded the great Salvation Army. In
addition to a heavy preaching schedule,
Mrs. Booth did her own housework, and
ministered to the poor and to many guests.
She also managed to do a lot of writing.
Despite her physical pain, she labored
diligently; and all of her nine children
became preachers and soul-winners.
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The Story of William Bramwell

William Bramwell was born in
Lancashire, England, in 1739. He was the
tenth child out of eleven in the family.
His parents were dedicated Christians; and
they taught him to be honest and to work
faithfully. He had a fine voice, and was an
excellent singer.

He obtained a job as an apprentice
courier several miles from his home, so
he stayed in his employer's home. The
man recognized that he was hard-working
and honest, but he thought William was
something of a religious fanatic. And so
William was forbidden to use candles, to
discourage him from reading the Bible so
much. But he lay by the fireplace until late
at night, pouring over the Word of God by
the hour.

William was deeply convicted by his
sins, and he sought pardon desperately.
He would sometimes put coarse sand on
the floor, and kneel on his bare knees. He
even cut the skin off the tips of his fingers,
inflicting pain to remind him of his sin.
Some nights he would walk the ten miles
to his parent's home and back again,
praying all the way. But this penitence did
him no good, because we are not saved by
works or acts of penitence. We are only
saved by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. His
self-inflicted sufferings only damaged his
health, and baffled his doctor.

Finally, during a communion service,
William fully believed on the Lord, and
received forgiveness. God also graciously
healed his frail body, and restored him to
good health instantly.

His family had forbidden him to relate
to the Methodists, which had begun in
revival fervor under men like John

Wesley. The Methodists in those days
were zealous for God, and they preached a
strong holiness message. One day he
heard a woman make a remark about
"those Methodist devils," and became
curious as to why they were so hated. He
went to a Methodist meeting, where the
people were worshipping God with great
joy, and the Word was being preached
with a powerful anointing. Ah, this was
his kind of folk. William became a
Methodist for life, and went on to become
a fine preacher.

William Bramwell spent his life in a
diligent pursuit of God and holiness. No
matter what time he went to bed, he never
slept' past 5:00 in the morning, and was
usually up praying by 4:00. One time he
spent 365 straight hours in a sand-hole,
seeking God. He discovered that holiness,
also, was not to be obtained by works, but
by faith. As he focused his attention and
affections on the Lord, he found it a joy
and privilege to walk in moral purity.

Bramwell married a fine Christian
woman, and was a devoted husband and
father. But he only saw his wife about
once every six weeks or so, because he
traveled in the ministry most of the time.
He had a passion for lost souls, and his
wife always encouraged and supported his
calling.

Because he was so given to prayer,
William Bramwell was sensitive in his
spirit. In one church, he visited a sick
man in his home. He said, "All is not
right here. This man is not your husband.
You have been living together in sin!"
They both confessed in tears that it was so.
On another occasion, he spoke to a woman
who was highly respected in the church,
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and said, "Woman, you are a hypocrite;
and if you do not repent, you will go to
hell." To everyone's amazement, she
confessed that she was not right with God,
and that she was grateful for his reproof.
These are examples of the gift of the word
of knowledge, spoken of in First
Corinthians chapter twelve.

After sixty years of joyful and diligent
service, William Bramwell met Jesus
Christ face to face in the year 1818. The
secret of this life that was so well lived was
faithful, diligent, consistent prayer.
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The Story of Anoosh Bullock

Anoosh was a dark-haired Armenian
girl, born about 1952. She was
exceptionally intelligent; and she gave her
heart to Jesus at an early age, even though
her father was not a Christian. When she
was still very young, her father decided to
move the family to Russia. Russia was an
even more oppressive land than Armenia.
Generally, people were allowed to move
into Russia, but they could never move
out. The Communist government
worked very hard to keep people from
leaving. It was a land ruled by atheists
who hated God; and the system always
created poverty and poor living
conditions. Anoosh dreaded the idea of
moving to Russia, for she wanted to travel
and tell people about Jesus. Nevertheless,
she went with the family.

In Russia, Anoosh excelled in learning,
and was allowed to attend the university.
Although Christians were harshly
discriminated against, God helped her to
do so well that they were forced to pass her
with honors. Through it all, Anoosh was
faithful to serve the Lord in this land of
darkness and persecution; and she
continued to pray that God would let her
be free.

The desire of her heart was to be a
preacher's wife. Specifically, she wanted to
marry an American preacher. One day, as
she was praying, she asked God to tell her
why she was still not married. God said,
"You have never said what kind of man
you wanted." She said, "I want an
American, with blond hair and blue eyes."

Alan Bullock was an American
preacher who had spent years in Florida in

the drug business. He was a dangerous,
hardened criminal, until the Holy Spirit
came with convicting power, and turned
his life around. He became a strong
Christian, with a dynamic testimony of the
grace of God. Alan moved to California.
One night, he had an unusual dream. He
saw clearly the face of a young, dark-haired
girl; and he knew that it was the face of his
future wife. Soon after that, he was with a
minister friend who had just returned
from a trip to Russia. As he was showing
pictures of the scenes and people of Russia,
Alan saw one picture that amazed him.
He said, "Wait! That is the girl I am going
to marry!”

It happened that the man remembered
the girl, and knew how to contact her.
Alan wrote to Anoosh, and she wrote
back. In one of the letters, he asked her to
marry him, and she said "Yes." They were
still looking forward to meeting each
other, and were praying that God would
miraculously enable him to get her out of
Russia.

Alan finally made the trip to Russia.
After some exciting adventures, and some
dangerous encounters with KGB agents,
they prayerfully made their plans.
Through much effort and prayer, Anoosh
was finally granted freedom; and she went
with her new husband to America. Today,
the Bullocks have two children and a busy
and fruitful life in the ministry. God
continues to use them both, and to inspire
thousands of people with their testimony
that God is faithful to answer prayer, even
though with men it is impossible.
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The Story of John Calvin

"Calvinism" is a term associated with
the idea of "once saved, always saved,"
although John Calvin himself did not
teach that concept. Calvin was a very
godly man who believed strongly that
people reap what they sow, and that God is
a just and holy God.

John Calvin was born in France, in
1509. He was just a boy, when the German
monk Martin Luther nailed his “Ninety-
five Theses” on the door of the Wittenberg
church, beginning the great Reformation.
"Reformation” is a term referring to the
fact that, during the Dark Ages, the Roman
Catholic Church had gradually become
more and more corrupt, and had focused
primarily on tradition and politics, rather
than God's Word. John Calvin was to
become another great reformer of the
Christian faith in the sixteenth century.

John was the son of a successful lawyer,
who had great ambitions for his bright
son. John's mother was a kind woman,
who also possessed a keen intellect. They
began to train John at an early age, and
learning became a lifelong pursuit of John
Calvin. At the age of 12, he was appointed
a chaplain in the cathedral; and this job
helped to finance his education. John
graduated from the University of Paris, the
most important college in Europe, at the
age of 19. His father then sent him to
another university to study law.

There, the young law student began his
study of Greek. When his father died,
John decided to study the Bible. In 1532,
after diligently studying the Scripture, he
surrendered to the call of the Holy Spirit
and committed himself to the ministry.

In Paris, John studied theology; and he
began to learn about the teachings of
Martin Luther and the other teachers of
the Reformation. Knowing the Bible well,
he quickly recognized that they were
correct, while the traditions of the Roman
Church were not biblical. The French king
supported the Roman Church in
persecuting reformers; and John was
exiled from his native land.

John Calvin fled to Switzerland,
seeking to travel to Germany. In Geneva,
he met Pastor John Farel, who was
teaching Luther's doctrines at the leading
church in the city. Pastor Farel decided
that this brilliant and dedicated young
man should work with him in Geneva,
and he insisted that he remain there. In
fact, he threatened John with the wrath of
God if he dared go anywhere else. With
the big pastor's fists grasping his collar,
John agreed that it was surely God's will to
stay.

John became the most influential man
in Geneva. He sent out hundreds of men
to preach the gospel throughout Europe;
and he boldly preached the gospel and its
principles to the Church. The city's civil
government was strongly influenced by
his teaching; and many laws were passed
in response to his sermons. John Calvin
wrote many books and articles in his
career. Because of the opposition of
ungodly people, both Calvin and Farel
were banished from Geneva in 1535. But,
in 1540, he was asked to return with his
new bride; and he remained in Geneva for
the remaining 23 years of his life.

Calvin built a great Christian academy
in 1559; and he promoted education for
children and adults. He was a powerful
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leader of the Reformation, and established
hundreds of churches in France -- the
homeland that had rejected him as a
young man. John Calvin is remembered

today as a courageous champion of biblical
Christianity, and as a man of God who
helped change the world.
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The Story of George Washington Carver

George Washington Carver was born a
slave in Diamond Grove, Missouri, in
1864. His mother was owned by the Moses
Carver family, and his father belonged to a
neighboring plantation. The Carvers had
been wealthy; but the marauding thieves
of the early Civil War called “night riders”
had stolen or destroyed much of the
wealth in that part of Missouri. One night
the night riders stole baby George and his
mother, and took them to Arkansas. Mr.
Carver sought after them, and found only
the boy. The men offered to give him the
sickly black baby for his valuable race
horse. That horse was about the only
possession of real value he had left; but he
accepted the trade. He took the dying baby
home, and the Carvers nursed him back to
health.

However, the boy remained frail
during his childhood, so he was usually
found in the kitchen, helping Mrs. Carver
do “women’s work.” He became skilled at
sewing, knitting, ironing, and working
with plants. He also gained a deep faith in
God, as he was spiritually trained by the
devoted Christian family that raised him.

As a young boy, he found a spelling
book, and quickly memorized the entire
book. He then went to Neosho to attend a
small school there, where he learned all
they could teach him in only one year.
George had a deep desire for education.
He traveled to Kansas, where he earned
his living by washing and ironing clothes,
while he learned. He applied to a college,
and was accepted. However, when he
arrived, he was told that “Negroes are not
welcome here.” But he found a college in
Iowa that would accept him, and he
continued his education. He again started
a laundry business, and studied art and

science. He later entered Iowa State
College, where he earned a master’s degree
in botany, and was offered a teaching
position.

Later, Booker T. Washington, a famous
black educator, persuaded George to move
to Tuskegee, Alabama, to head their
agriculture department. He became
concerned with ways to help the struggling
agriculture industry in the south; and he
worked to develop uses for such “useless”
plants as the sweet potato and the peanut.
Mr. Carver eventually created 150 uses for
the sweet potato, and 300 products from
the lowly peanut. Until then, they were
considered weeds, unfit for human
consumption. He made milk, soap, soup,
wood stains, axle grease, ice cream, sugar,
and hundreds of other things from
peanuts, as well as roasted peanuts, and,
yes, peanut butter.

He was summoned to present his
findings in Washington to a congressional
committee, who laughed at his sloppy
clothes and unshined shoes. They had
allotted ten minutes for his presentation;
but even after he spoke for an hour and
forty minutes, they asked him to continue.
When asked how one man could have
such amazing ability to create useful
things out of plants, he would quickly say,
“I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills,
from whence cometh my help. My help
cometh from the LORD, which made
heaven and earth.” (Psalms 121:1-2) In
addition to teaching from his vast
knowledge of botany and chemistry,
George loved to teach his Bible class. He
was always quick to tell people that the
secret to his success was, “In all thy ways
acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy
paths.” (Proverbs 3:6)

©1995 Paul E. Paino Ministries, Inc.

123



Section 5

Life-related Stories

The Testimony of Christopher Columbus

Everyone in America knows that over
500 years ago, Christopher Columbus
sailed from Spain in three small ships and
“discovered” America. However, secular
historians have twisted the story, and
have omitted important facts, in order to
avoid the Christian message of his story.
Christopher Columbus was not seeking a
trade route to India; but his primary
purpose was to take the gospel to India and
to fulfill his given name, which means
“Christ-bearer.” He was also convinced
that the earth was round, not by watching
ships sail over the horizon, but by reading
in Isaiah 40 about the “circle of the earth.”
It was the Christians who thought that the
earth was round; and the scientists of the
day laughed them to scorn.

Columbus had to overcome the fears of
his sailors, as well as his own. On October
9, 1492, he met with the captains of the
Pinta and the Nina, who told him that the
men were about to mutiny, unless they
turned back. They had already gone
further than expected -- and there was no
land in sight. Discouraged, he pleaded for
just three more days; and then, he
promised to give up the dream, if they did
not find land. We all know that they did
sight land that third day. Christopher was
the first to step on the new shore. He
called the place San Salvador (Spanish for
“Holy Savior”). He had landed on what
we know as Central America.

Columbus still thought he had arrived
in India, and called the natives there
“Indians.” Native Americans are known
by that name today, even though it was a
mistake. He took a few of the natives
home with him; and after many other
perils and the loss of two of the ships, he

made it back to Spain in the Nina and
received a hero’s welcome.

Some historians had a hard time
believing that anyone would be so
dedicated that his motive was really to
spread the gospel; so they wrote that
Columbus was merely trying to establish a
trade route to the East. They also guessed
that he must have derived his idea about a
round earth from watching ships sail over
the horizon. After all, why give the Bible
so much credit? Here is an account, which
is taken from Christopher Columbus’ own
words:

“It was the Lord who put into my mind
(I could feel His hand upon me) the fact
that it would be possible to sail from here
to the Indies. All who heard of my project
rejected it with laughter, ridiculing me.
There is no question that the inspiration
was from the Holy Spirit, because He
comforted me with rays of marvelous
inspiration from the Holy Scriptures....

I am a most unworthy sinner, but I
have cried out to the Lord for grace and
mercy, and they have covered me
completely. 1 have found the sweetest
consolation since I made it my whole
purpose to enjoy His marvelous presence.
For the execution of the journey to the
Indies, 1 did not make use of intelligence,
mathematics or maps. It is simply the
fulfillment of what Isaiah had
prophesied...

No one should fear to undertake any
task in the name of our Saviour, if it is
just and if the intention is purely for His
holy service.  The working out of all
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things has been assigned to each person by
our Lord, but it all happens according to
His sovereign will, even though He gives
advice. Oh, what a gracious Lord, who
desires that people should perform for
Him those things for which He holds

Himself responsible!  Day and night,
everyone should express their most
devoted gratitude to Him.”

(From Columbus’ Book of Prophecies.
Available only in Spanish.)
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The Story of Domitian

During the time of Christ and the early
Church, the world was under the political
control of the Roman Empire. The
Roman leaders were generally cruel and
selfish, for they were pagans who rejected
the gospel. The Christians, in the
meantime, were spreading the gospel to
the whole world. After the day of
Pentecost, the early believers carried the
happy message of salvation everywhere.
The Church experienced explosive growth,
in spite of opposition from Jewish leaders
as well as the Romans.

After the death of the vile Emperor
Nero, several emperors ascended to the
throne, only to die from one sort of
treachery or another. The next one to
reign for very long was Domitian, who
was also a cruel and godless tyrant. He
killed his own brother, and also anyone
else he suspected might threaten his
position. He had some rich men executed
simply to take their wealth for himself,
and ordered the death of anyone
descended from King David.

He had Simeon, the Bishop of
Jerusalem, crucified. The Apostle John,
now the only one of the twelve who had
not been killed as a martyr, was boiled in
oil. But he miraculously survived; and so
he was banished to the prison island of
Patmos, where Jesus appeared to him and
gave him the great Revelation.

Emperor Domitian found it
convenient to blame Christians for any
national problem or natural disaster, such
as earthquakes and famines. It was falsely
rumored that Christians held indecent
meetings at night, and murdered their
children. A law was passed that mandated
that every Christian must be punished,

unless he or she renounced Christ before
the Tribunal. Many people would report
Christians to the authorities, for the sake
of personal gain.

Christians were stretched out and
pulled on racks, seared with fire, boiled,
scourged, stoned, and hanged. They were
tortured with red-hot pincers, or put in
arenas with wild bulls, to be gored. To add
to the indignity of persecution, the
relatives of the martyrs were refused
permission to bury their bodies. '

Timothy visited the Apostle Paul, just
before his execution. Then he returned to
Ephesus, where he served as the senior
pastor of the church until almost the close
of the first century. One of the pagan
practices in Ephesus was to celebrate an
annual feast, in which the people paraded
through the streets in masks, carrying
images of their heathen gods. Pastor
Timothy met the procession, and reproved
the wicked people for their idolatry. The
crowd became enraged, and many of them
beat the pastor with clubs. Within two
days, he was dead.

Amazingly, Christianity flourished
during these dark days of persecution. For
one thing, people had to be sure they were
really born again, because it often cost
them their life. Also, it was a source of
inspiration and wonder to other people
who saw the courage and conviction of
these saints, who had found a faith worth
dying for. Many who witnessed their love
and bravery gave their hearts to the Lord.
God's Word also promises special honor
and reward in heaven for those who give
their lives as martyrs for the faith.
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The Story of Henrietta Green

Henrietta Green was a very unusual
woman. She was not a Christian, but we
can learn an important lesson from her
life. Mrs. Green was divorced from her
husband; and she lived with her son,
Edwin in a cheap tenement apartment in
New York City, around the turn of the
century. She lived as many people there
lived -- shivering through the winter in a
cold, damp room, and living on the
cheapest possible food available. When
her son was young, Mrs. Green would read
her copy of the newspaper, and then send
the boy out to the street to sell it to some
passerby. Sometimes she would use the
newspapers to wrap around herself under
her shabby coat, as insulation against the
cold New York winter. She also used
them under her boy's clothing, for in
winter, their room temperature was often
nearly freezing, and they almost never
used the stove, even for cooking. She
would eat soup cold out of the can, because
she wanted to save the cost of wood or
coal.

Henrietta's son was used to living a
meager existence. He never had toys, or
new clothes. His only garments came
from the Salvation Army, or were hand-
me-downs from people who felt sorry for
Mrs. Green or for him. He seldom had the
luxury of a hot meal, or a nice, hot bath.

One day, young Edwin broke his leg.
Mrs. Green tried to set the leg in a
homemade splint made from sticks and

rags; and she did her best to care for him.
After weeks of agony, Mrs. Green took
him to a clinic to get some medical help.
Yes, the doctor said, young Edwin needed
an operation. He must be in a cast. But it
might be expensive. She would thank the
doctor, and they would trudge on around
town, looking for a clinic or a doctor who
might take care of the leg at no charge. But
no one offered, and Edwin suffered on.

Months passed, and the leg continued
to deteriorate. Finally, during a visit with
his father, Edwin confided his suffering.
The father was determined to help. He
sold many of his few possessions, in order
to pay for medical help. But gangrene had
set in, and Edwin's leg had to be
amputated. Edwin did survive, but oh,
how different his life could have been, if it
were not for his mother.

You see, Hettie Green did not have to
suffer in poverty all her life; but, she did.
Mrs. Green had money in the bank. She
was just too stingy to spend it, even when
her son needed an operation. Because she
did not know God as her source of peace,
she hoarded her money, thinking it would
make her secure. But she lived her whole
miserable life saving money that she
would never spend. In fact, she died with
as much as one hundred million dollars --
the richest woman in the world. Now, we
would look at her life and say that she was
also the poorest woman in the world.
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The Story of “Just As I Am”

Charlotte Elliott was born in 1789.
Although she lived about 82 years, she was
puny and sickly as a young woman. One
day, she was entertaining a visiting
minister in her home. Her distinguished
guest was Dr. Caesar Malan, from Geneva,
Switzerland. Dr. Milan was ministering in
England for a short time. As they engaged
in polite conversation, the preacher gently
asked her if she had been genuinely born
again. He wanted to know if she had a
covenant relationship with the Lord.
Charlotte was offended by such a personal
question. She had been taught that it was
impolite to speak of such things, because it
implied that the person did not seem to be
a true Christian. She replied, "I do not
wish to discuss the matter.” Dr. Malan
said that he would not pursue the matter
if it displeased her, but that he would pray
that she would become a born-again
Christian.

Several days later, she saw him again,
and apologized for her rude response. She
said, "I do not know how to find Christ. I
want you to help me." Dr. Malan said,
"Come, just as you are." This simple
suggestion led to her conversion. Later, it
became the basis of inspiration for her best
known poem, which has become one of
the most widely used hymns in the history
of Christianity.

Charlotte Elliott, the young and happy
new Christian, wrote:

Just as I am, without one plea,

But that thy blood was shed for me,

And that thou bidd’st me come to
thee,

O Lamb of God, I come! I come!

Just as I am, and waiting not,
To rid my soul of one dark blot,

To thee, whose blood can cleanse each
spot,

O Lamb of God, I come! I come!

Just as I am, though tossed about
With many a conflict, many a doubt,
Fightings and fears within, without,

O Lamb of God, I come! 1 come!

One summer evening in 1875, Pastor D.
W. Couch was struggling through a
service. He was expecting a visiting
minister, who did not arrive. He turned
to the music director, and asked him to
lead in a familiar song. The congregation
sang, “Just As I Am.” The next morning,
the pastor received a note from a lawyer,
who said that he had something
interesting to tell him. When they met,
the man tearfully told him that he had
found Christ as the Savior of his soul.

He said, "T am the son of a pastor, and I
have lived a selfish and sinful life. I was
in my room across the street, meditating
on the wickedness of my soul, and the
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many opportunities for salvation I had
avoided. I felt that I had sinned against
light, and against the prayers of my
parents, and that there was no hope for
me. Then, I heard you young people
downstairs singing “Just As I Am,” and I

thought, ‘Does God bid me to come? Is
this for me?” Then the congregation
upstairs sang the same hymn, and I knew
God was speaking to me. I said, 'O Lamb
of God, I come!" My soul is filled with joy,
and I know my parents will rejoice."
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The Story of R.G. LeTourneau

Have you ever wondered who
invented the bulldozer, and the many
giant earth-moving machines that are
used to build highways and dams? The
leader of that industry was a Christian
businessman named Robert LeTourneau.

When World War I broke out in 1917,
Robert was a young, hard-working man
‘who had his own auto garage business. He
went to help the war effort by going to
work in the shipyard; and he left the
business in the hands of a partner. When
he came home in 1919, he discovered that
the partner had wasted all of his money on
drinking and immoral living.

As Bob worked long, hard hours trying
to restore the business, he found that there
were more and more bad debts and losses,
because the partner had not kept records.
He would repair a car and sell it, only to
find that the partner had borrowed much
more on the car than it was worth, and
then had kept the money for himself.
After many months of hard work, he
finally sold his business; but he was still
$5,000 in debt.

Bob was a hard worker; and he soon got
a job operating road building equipment
for $2 an hour, which was a good wage at
that time. However, he and his wife had
to live in an old, leaky shack with no
plumbing or electricity, because they had
no money. Later, God provided the
money to buy an old scraper and tractor;
and Bob began to operate his own business
again. He dedicated his life to the Lord,
thinking that he would have to give up
his secular work to become a preacher; but
the Lord called him to be a businessman,
and so he dedicated his finances and

abilities to help his local church,
missionaries, and the poor.

When he took on his first major
building contract, he found that he could
not meet the deadline without more
efficient equipment; and so he invented
the bulldozer to replace the old scraping
machine that was pulled by a tractor. Over
the years, he invented many giant earth-
moving machines that could increase the
productivity of one man to do the work of
hundreds.

He discovered that every time he went
into partnerships with men, he would
have conflicts with them. It seemed that
God would bless his business when he was
working to raise money for missions; but
when there were partners, they would be
plagued with envy, doubts, and mounting
losses. He learned that God was the
Partner he could depend upon; and that
when he worked for God’s honor, he
always prospered. Whenever he faced an
impossible deadline, he would go to prayer
and give it to the Lord. God would then
give him ideas for new machines that
would meet the need.

Bob learned that whenever he worked
for money, he was not successful. When
he sought to bring increase to God’s
kingdom, he was anointed to make
money. In 1928, he found that he had
more contracts than his men and
machines could handle; and he prayed,
“God, if You do not help me, I am ruined.”
Bob quickly realized his mistake; and he
prayed, “God, I did not mean that. God,
please help me not to let You down.” He
went to bed with peace in his heart; and
the next day, God gave him the plan for a
cable-controlled scraper that could move
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ten tons of dirt at a time. The next road
was finished three months ahead of
schedule.

One day, Bob and his wife decided that
since they were working for the Lord, they
should dedicate half of all their business

and personal profits to God. Eventually,
they began the practice of giving 90% of
their income to Christian work. R. G.
LeTourneau died in 1969 at the age of 80, a
happy man who had done much in his life
for the work of missions and evangelism,
because he gave his business to the Lord.

134

©1995 Paul E. Paino Ministries, Inc.



Section 5

Life-related Stories

The Story of Dr. Morrison

Many years ago, a prominent preacher
named Dr. Morrison was asked by a
mission society to conduct a ministry tour
around the world. There were many
Christian leaders who needed training and
encouraging, in so many nations. He
consented, knowing that the trip would
take much more than a year to complete,
because he would travel mostly by ship
and by train.

After the long and exhausting journey,
he arrived at his home town late at night.
He was the only passenger who got off the
train at that station; and there was no one
there to help or even greet him. One
solitary light bulb dimly illuminated the
platform. The night man had gone on
home. Dr. Morrison, already weary, found
it necessary to pick up his own heavy
baggage and carry it up the hill to his
home.

As he trudged up the long road, he
began to feel sorry for himself. He had just
read in the paper of the recent
homecoming of President Teddy
Roosevelt. The President had been to
Africa on one of his famous big game
hunting expeditions, attended by many
servants and surrounded by the press and
many celebrated people. When he arrived
in New York, he was greeted by a large

brass band and a cheering crowd. He was
given a ticker tape parade down the main
street of the city; and the news of his
arrival was spread across the nation.

Dr. Morrison frowned as he made the
inevitable comparison. "Lord, I nearly
died in India from drinking the filthy
water there. I suffered through unbearable
heat and terrible living conditions in that
land, so filled with demonic activity. I was
nearly killed in Borneo by wicked native
warriors; and I endured many hardships
and perils. Roosevelt was on a vacation,
shooting animals -- yet he is warmly
greeted by a great crowd. Ihave labored to
preach the gospel and save souls, and not
one person is here to welcome me home.”

As he continued on, he began to be
quiet before the Lord, and then a strong
but gentle Voice spoke to his spirit, "Son,
you are not home yet." With that
comforting word from the Holy Spirit, his
countenance brightened, and his steps
became lighter. He saw that the last
chapter was yet to be written, and that this
was not the end of the story. As he
thought about his real home, and the
greeting he would one day receive, he
began to rejoice on his way, and to look
forward to the next day's adventures.

©1995 Paul E. Paino Ministries, Inc.

135



Section 5

Life-related Stories

The Story of John Patton

John G. Patton was born in Scotland in
1824. He grew up in a small, three-room
cottage with his four brothers and six
sisters. His father was a godly man, who
went into the small inner room of the
thatch-roofed home to pray three times
every day for God's blessing on his family.
His good father made a strong impression
on his life; and John became a committed
Christian as a young boy.

At the age of twelve, he was helping
his father in the stocking business. In his
free time, he was already studying Latin
and Greek. He went on to study medicine
and theology in Glasgow. After Bible
school, John spent ten years ministering to
the poor people in the slums of the city
where he had been educated. It was hard
and discouraging work. But he led many
people to the Lord; and eight of his young
converts later became preachers.

John married a Christian girl when he
was thirty years old. That same year, they
were asked to go to the New Hebrides
Islands (located in the south Pacific) as
missionaries. They were informed that,
although the islands were beautiful and
the weather was very pleasant, it was
difficult to get missionaries to go there.
The last couple had been eaten by the local
cannibals.

It was indeed dangerous. The Pattons
did not know the language, so they had to
communicate as best as they could with
sign language. As he learned the
language, he started developing a written
form, for there was no reading nor writing
in this rare language. Eventually, he
developed a Bible for them.

Life was indeed difficult for this gentle
missionary. His wife and baby boy died
with a tropical fever. Natives were always
stealing his belongings and equipment;
and he was in constant danger. He
continued to labor in the gospel for many
years among the savage people of the
islands, and God gave him fruit in his
labors.

By the time he died in 1907, at the age
of 83, John Patton had built a home, a
school, a missionary headquarters, two
orphanages, and a church. His translation
of the New Testament into their native
language was printed and published in
1899. Twenty-five of the thirty islands had
missionaries and churches; and there were
no more cannibals. Most of the people on
the islands had followed the faith of this
good leader, and had become born-again
Christians. John Patton went on to his
great reward, leaving the world a much
better place than he had found it.
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The Story of Russian Believers

The Apostle Paul said that ”...where sin
abounded, grace did much more abound.”
(Romans 5:20) This is clearly illustrated in
the nations of the world which strongly
oppose Christianity, such as communist
countries. When people's very lives are
threatened if they believe, they tend to
have much more grace from God, in order
to overcome the evil in their society.

Since 1917, historians claim that the
communist party has been directly
responsible for the deaths of about 65
million people in the world -- and many
because they were Christians. Marxists felt
that Christianity threatened their ability to
promote their political ideology, because
Christians tended to have stronger
families, and greatly valued freedom. But
when an oppressive government is in
control of a country, the Christians there
will tend to be much stronger in their faith
than believers in other nations, who live
an easy life.

During the 1960s, when socialism was
still the controlling element in Russia, the
Christians were forced to function
underground.  The state-sanctioned
churches were spiritually dead, and
therefore no threat to the communist

party.

But the underground church was alive
and well. With no money to operate, it
was a pure venture of faith. Reports of
God miraculously turning water into wine
were common, because water was all they
had. Meetings were often held in dark,
remote basements, in the middle of the
night. Even then, the believers were told

that the time and place of the meeting
could not be divulged ahead of time,
because of the danger of spies. The people
would have to receive a word from the
Lord.

One night, in a secret believers’
meeting, the sermon was interrupted by a
knock at the door. A group of Russian
soldiers burst into the room, waving
machine guns at the startled congregation.
The officer in charge said, "This is an
illegal meeting. @We know you are
Christians. Those of you who wish to
renounce Christ may do so by leaving the
room. You have twenty minutes to
comply. Those who remain will be shot."

The people were troubled, but they had
known to expect this very real possibility.
Millions of believers throughout history
have had to make the choice of
renouncing their faith, or dying. As the
minutes ticked by, some of the people,
ashamed and embarrassed, quietly filed
out of the dim room and into the night.
But a good number of men, women, and
young people stayed in their seats, quietly
praying and weeping.

After the time was up, the officer
ordered the remaining believers to stand
up against the wall. Many of them held
hands as they wordlessly complied with
the orders. As the soldiers positioned
themselves on the other side of the room,
the officer suddenly smiled and said,
"Brothers and sisters, we are Christians,
too. Now that all the phonies are gone, we
can really have church!”

It was a good service, after all.
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The Story of A. B. Simpson

Albert Benjamin Simpson was born in
1844, the fourth of nine children. His
parents were Scottish. They had moved to
Prince Albert Island, Canada, where Albert
grew up. The Simpsons were good,
devout people; and several of the Simpson
boys, including Albert, had plans to enter
the ministry later in life. But Albert was
torn. He was concerned that if he really
gave his life to the Lord, he would not
have much fun in life -- and fun was very
important to him.

His great love was hunting. He longed
to be out in the fields with a beautiful steel
shotgun in his hands, waiting for flocks of
unsuspecting birds to come within his
deadly range. When he was fourteen years
old, he had saved enough money to buy a
used shotgun, which he hid from his
parents. Whenever he could, he would
sneak out of the house, and become the
terror of all things flying.

But one day, the inevitable happened.
The Simpsons found out about Al's gun.
He was humiliated and crushed, as his
parents made him return the gun to the
man from whom he had bought it. They
also insisted that his money not be
refunded. It was a great loss to Albert. But
his character was such that, rather than
rebel in bitterness, he submitted; and he
settled his heart to pursue the honorable
occupation of the ministry.

The Simpson family was large, and did
not have a lot of money. Albert's father
met with him and his oldest brother,
explaining to them that he was financially
able to send only one of them to college to
study for the ministry. It was Al's duty to

stay home, allowing the eldest brother the
opportunity to go to college.

Later, Al became very ill. During this
time of physical suffering, God met with
him in a very special way; and he gave his
heart unreservedly to the Lord. When he
recovered, he received his father's
permission to go to Bible college, with the
understanding that he would have to pay
his own way. In 1861, he enrolled in Knox
College, near Toronto. He earned several
scholarships; and he also worked for his
tuition by teaching and preaching at every
opportunity. He was ordained in 1865; and
he accepted his first pastorate in a church
in Hamilton, Ontario, Canada. He was
married the following day.

Pastor Simpson later was called to
serve as pastor of a Presbyterian church in
Louisville, Kentucky. He had a passion for
souls, and began to conduct evangelistic
meetings every Sunday night at different
places around the city. One night, he went
out during a storm to call on a man who
was not saved. The man was moved by
such a display of compassion; and he
readily received salvation.

A. B. Simpson was skilled in the Word;
and he earned a doctor's degree. He later
moved to New York, and continued to be
active in evangelism, as well as
missionary work. He had such a heart for
missions, that his ministry eventually
grew into what is now the Christian and
Missionary Alliance organization, which
continues to support and send out many
Christian missionaries around the world.
When asked the secret of his success, he
acknowledged that it was the power of
prayer.
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The Story of Billy Sunday

Billy Sunday was born in 1862 in Ames,
Iowa. His father was a Civil War soldier
who died when he was just one year old;
and so, he was reared in an orphanage. He
lived a rough life as a boy, working at odd
jobs and growing up around street gangs.
He proved to be especially athletic; and in
1883, he joined the Chicago White Sox and
became a successful professional baseball
player.

A few years later, he was among the
people who heard a sermon at a street
meeting by Harry Monroe of the Pacific
Garden Mission; and he responded to the
altar call. Until 1891, he continued his
career in baseball, as he eagerly grew in the
Lord as a young Christian. At the peak of
his career at age 29, he quit professional
sports and took a low-paying job as an
assistant secretary for the YMCA, which in
those days was a strong evangelical
Christian ministry. He faithfully served as
a helper to other ministries for three years,
and was eventually ordained as a preacher.

He conducted preaching campaigns in
army camps during World War I, and
then began to preach in tent meeting

crusades across America. In Philadelphia, -

over 2,300,000 attended the meetings, in
the eight weeks of the city-wide revival
services. Billy Sunday continued to preach
for 20 years in cities around the country.
He was a fiery preacher, preaching
fervently against sin -- especially the sin of
drunkenness. He was famous for his
acrobatic style of preaching.

He was one of the most energetic
preachers who ever lived. To emphasize a
strong point, he would do a cartwheel or a
hand spring, or leap over furniture. It was
rare that anyone would sleep through a

Billy Sunday meeting. At the close of the
sermon, people would throng to the front
up the “sawdust trail” to respond to the
call for repentance and salvation.

It is said that his sense of humor was a
bit wild at times; but with his two-fisted
preaching, he brought a million souls to
Jesus Christ in his years of preaching, and
he helped influence the nation to pass
legislation outlawing liquot. The nation
approved a Constitutional amendment
prohibiting the sale of alcoholic drinks. It
was called “prohibition.” Even one of his
critics said, “He greatly aided the cause of
temperance.” Billy Sunday died in 1935,
just two weeks before his 73rd birthday.
4,400 people attended his funeral.

Here is an excerpt from his sermon
entitled, “Booze.”

When you come staggering home,
cussing right and left and spewing and
spitting, your wife suffers, your children
suffer. Don’t think that you are the only
one who suffers. You're placing a shame
on your family. If you're a dirty, low-
down, filthy, drunken, whisky-soaked
bum you'll affect everyone around you.
You can’t live by yourself. I occasionally
hear a man say, “It's nobody’s business
how I live.” Then I say he’s the most dirty,
low-down, whisky-soaked, beer-guzzling,
bull-necked, foul-mouthed hypocrite that
ever had a brain rotten enough to
conceive such a statement and lips vile
enough to utter it. You say, “If I am
satisfied with my life, why do you want to
interfere with my business?” If I heard a
man beating his wife, and heard her
shrieks and the children’s cries and my
wife would tell me to go see what was the
matter, and 1 went in and found a whisky-
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soaked, hog-jowled, weasel-eyed brute
dragging a little woman around by the
hair, and he said, “Isn’t this my wife that I
got a license for, and aren’t these my kids?

If I want to beat them, it’s none of your
business,” I would never apologize. I'd
knock seven kinds of pork out of that old
hog.
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The Story of Hudson Taylor

James Hudson Taylor was born on May
21, 1832, in Barnsley, Yorkshire, England.
His parents were godly Christians; and
they dedicated this firstborn to the Lord as
an infant. From his childhood, Hudson
expressed the desire to be a missionary to
the heathen of the world. He was known
to tell people that he was going to be a
missionary to China when he grew up. He
loved to listen as his father talked with
other preachers about the things of God.
Dad was a pharmacist, but his greatest love
was the gospel.

As a teenager, Hudson Taylor struggled
with his love for the things of God; and he
was involved in many of the carnal
pursuits and temptations of youth. When
he was 17, his mother went to visit a
friend who lived nearly one hundred
miles away. While she was away, the Holy
Spirit prompted her to pray for her son;
and she began to intercede in great
earnestness for him. After several hours,
the burden lifted; and she knew he was
saved.

At home, Hudson had found a tract in
his father's library, and began to read it.
He was struck with the phrase, "the
finished work of Christ;" and he fell to his
knees, yielding his life and heart to the
Lord Jesus. The impression given to his
mother by the Spirit in that distant city
was correct. Hudson Taylor was a genuine
believer.

In his teen years, Hudson studied
chemistry, as his father had done. He
became skilled in the medical field; but he
also learned to trust God. Many times he
had to rely on God's financial provision;
and God never let him down. He also
learned that Jesus Christ was his Great

Physician. One day, he became infected
with some bacteria in the dissecting lab,
and became deathly ill. His malady was
generally a fatal one. But Hudson cried
out to the Lord, and he received a
supernatural healing in his body.

In 1853, young Hudson Taylor sailed
for China. During the voyage, the ship
was becalmed, and drifted dangerously
close to a reef. Taylor and three other
Christians on board began to intercede in
prayer. He then went to the first officer
and suggested they let out the sail, for a
wind was coming. The man cursed him;
but suddenly the wind picked up, and they
sailed out of danger.

In China, he fell in love, and began a
happy marriage in 1858 with Maria Dyer.
It was her faith and love which sustained
him through many dark and discouraging
times as a struggling, pioneer missionary.

Hudson Taylor founded the China
Inland Mission in 1865. Later, he
experienced a spiritual transition in his
life, which he termed "the exchanged life."
Instead of struggling to have faith, he
learned to look to Jesus as his Source in
life. He began to rest in God's grace, and to
respond to the prompting of the Holy
Spirit. Instead of working late into the
night, he began to go to bed early, and arise
at 5:00 each morning to get into the Word
and prayer. More and more, he sought to
allow God to work through him, rather
than seek to work for God. Like George
Miiller, he felt that he should not ask
people for offerings, but rather that he
should pray, allowing the Spirit to prompt
people to give to his ministry. He lived a
fruitful life, and died during his final visit
to China in 1905.
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The Story of George Whitefield of England

George Whitefield was born in
Gloucester, England, in 1714. His father
died two years later, leaving his mother
with the sole responsibility for her seven
small children. The children contacted
measles; and due to the lack of proper care,
George was left with a permanently
squinted eye. Desperate for work, Mrs.
Whitefield tended bar at an inn. George
was mischievous as a child. He was given
to lying, and stealing from his mother,
while sl%e slept.

George had a deep desire to learn; but
only the wealthy could afford to send their
children to school. Many of the poor
children in England in those days were
forced to work long hours in mines or
factories; and some starved to death.
Finally, when George was twelve years
old, he was able to start attending a
Catholic school. There he applied himself
to learning, and was noted as a very
capable actor. However, when he was
fifteen, he had to quit school, in order to
work with his mother. At home, he
continued to faithfully read his Bible
whenever possible; and he harbored a
deep desire to go to Oxford and become a
preacher, even though he was not saved.
His great-grandfather had been a man of
God, who had prayed that his descendants
would serve the Lord.

Later, George was able to return to
school, where he tried diligently to be
good. But he was said to waver from
sinner to saint to sinner. At Oxford, he
became friends with John and Charles
Wesley, and read books faithfully. He read
that works cannot save us; but he
continued to live a life of discipline and
self-denial, seeking God through good
deeds. Once when he was ill, he was

seeking God; and he was gloriously saved.
Still sick, he was sent home to rest; but he
was so full of joy, he could not rest. He
went to visit a lady who had admired his
acting while in school, and quickly led her
to the Lord. One by one, he shared his
faith with his acquaintances, and led many
of them into a saving faith.

Young George Whitefield had strong
spiritual convictions, and a burning desire
to win souls to the Lord. He was gifted
with a beautiful speaking voice and an
excellent mind; but he remained humble
before the Lord, recognizing his need for
God's anointing. He never relied on his
own ability; but rather, he gave himself to
prayer, so that he could be guided and
strengthened by the Holy Spirit.

In 1736, he was ordained a deacon. A
week later, he preached his first sermon in
the church where he had attended school
as a child. When the pastor of the Tower
Chapel in London took a leave of absence,
he appointed George to fill his pulpit. He
did a superb job. Each service drew more
and more people, until the church was
overflowing. Wherever this young man
preached, people's lives were changed by
the power of God.

After the pastor returned to his much
larger church, George continued to answer
calls to preach. He sailed to America to
preach. During the long voyage, he spent
much time preaching to his captive
audience. Sometimes when the sea was
calm, the three ships sailing together
would be close enough so that people in
all the ships could hear his powerful
voice. That voyage was noted for the
excellent, calm spirit that prevailed,
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whereas the atmosphere was normally but he was popular'with the people. He
turbulent. became one of the greatest preachers of the

Great Awakening, especially in America.
In England, George met with

opposition from jealous church leaders;
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George Whitefield’s Conversion

During the revival in America called
the Great Awakening, God was moving in
the same way in Great Britain. In 1733, a
19-year-old boy named George Whitefield
went to Oxford to study. At that time,
Oxford was a major college, whose
primary purpose was to train men for
Christian ministry. However, there were
many people there who were religious, but
not really saved. That is, they read the
Bible and sought to be good people; but
they had never been born again by the
Spirit of God.

George was the son of a widow, who
kept an inn in Gloucester, England. He
was a very intense young man. He
worked hard to be a good person. He
visited the sick, the poor, and those in
prison. He studied with great diligence,
and read the Bible faithfully. Many of the
students at Oxford would laugh at his
serious ways, because they themselves
were there to do as little work and as
much partying as possible.

George soon began to meet with a
group of serious-minded students, led by
John and Charles Wesley. They were
called the “Holy Club” by their carnal
fellow students. They were also called
“Methodists,” because they were so
methodical in their religion.

George worked hard to try to please
God, but he was not happy. He was
struggling with dead works. As he sought
God, he came across a book called The Life
of God in the Soul of Man. He learned
that all of his works could not earn him
favor with God. It said that he needed to
be born again. George began to deny
himself and work even harder at seeking
God. It even wore him down physically.

Finally, in desperation, he threw himself
across his bed, and cried, “I thirst!” He
gave up his efforts to be good enough for
God; and he surrendered in faith to God’s
great grace. The Lord told him, “George,
you have ceased to struggle, and you have
simply believed; and you are born again.”
George Whitefield began to laugh with
joy, saying, “Joy, joy unspeakable, joy that’s
full of, big with glory!”

George rushed out of the room to share
his joy with his friends, and kept sharing.
He became the greatest evangelist of the
eighteenth century, and preached to so
many people, that he had a great influence
on whole nations. He was ordained to the
ministry in 1736, at the age of 22. In the
first three cities where he preached, great
revival broke out. Large crowds would
gather; and they would flock in response
to God, when called forth for salvation.

In his life, George Whitefield preached
more than 18,000 sermons, often outdoors
to as many as 30,000 people at a time. He
was called the “silver-tongued orator;” and
he could usually be heard for nearly a
mile. Benjamin Franklin (although he
never became a Christian) was an admirer
and friend of George Whitefield.

One day, a drunken sailor in New
England came up to Mr. Whitefield and
said, “Well, Reverend Whitefield. S’ good
to see you again. I (hic)....”

“I do not know you sir.” Whitefield
replied.

“Don’t know me? Why, you converted
me ten years ago.”
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Whitefield said, “I should not wonder. As an old man, George Whitefield was
You look like one of my converts. If God advised to slow down. His zeal had not
had converted you, you would still be diminished, and he was working too hard.
sober.” He replied, “I would rather burn out for

God, than rust out.”
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Smith Wigglesworth is Healed

Smith Wigglesworth was an English
plumber, who was born in 1859. As a
young father, he was just learning the
wondertful ways of God. He was a zealous
soul-winner, constantly looking for
someone to witness to. He considered
himself a very poor speaker; but he could
talk about the Lord to anyone.

One day, the family arose to find that
their two sons were extremely ill. Mr. and
Mrs. Wigglesworth prayed for them; and
they were instantly healed. They went off
to school, while their father went to the
home of a wealthy man to do some
plumbing work. The lady of the house
said, “Can’t you send your apprentice to
the shop for something?” He complied;
and then the lady said, “Sir, I noticed the
bright smile on your face. I am so
unhappy. My husband left in anger this
morning, and we have no peace. How is it
that you have such joy?”

The plumber told her that God had just
healed both of his sons, and that their joy
came because they were born-again
Christians. He led her in a prayer of
repentance, and she was wonderfully
saved. She then said, “Sir, how can I keep
this joy?” He replied, “When you have
some friends to your home, tell them
what God has done for you, and lead them
to the Lord. That is a source of great joy.”

Not long after this, Mr. Wigglesworth
himself became sick. He was doubled over

with severe abdominal pain, and was
helped home by his employees. When the
pain did not subside after much prayer, he
said to his wife, “I may be dying. Please
call a doctor, so you will not be blamed for
negligence.” The doctor came, and said, “I
am sorry, but this man cannot live. He
has had appendicitis for six months, and
his body is full of toxins. He is too weak to
survive an operation. I will come back
this afternoon, to see if he is still alive.”

While the doctor was away making
other calls, an old woman and a young
man came in to visit. They were
Christians who had great faith in God; and
they prayed for Mr. Wigglesworth. The
young man was of the opinion that all
sickness was caused by demons, so he cried
out, “Devil, come out!” His theology may
have not been totally accurate, but his faith
was right on target. Smith Wigglesworth
was completely and instantly healed. He
got up out of his deathbed, and said, “I
have some plumbing jobs that need to be
done right away.”

When the doctor returned, he was told
that his patient had left to go to work. He
said, “They will bring him back a corpse, as
sure as you live.” But the happy plumber
lived for many fruitful years, ministering
healing to thousands of sick folks, and
even raising the dead. He also had a
strong faith for appendicitis. Every time
he prayed for someone suffering from it,
the person was completely healed.
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The Early Ministry of Smith Wigglesworth

Smith Wigglesworth was a plumber
who lived in England during the early part
of the 20th century. He was intensely in
love with Jesus, and very bold in telling
everyone about the salvation and healing
that they could receive. During his long
lifetime, there were many hundreds of
stories about this extraordinary man of
God; and those stories still inspire and
encourage us today.

Smith was a wonderful soul-winner,
but he was not a preacher. His wife did
most of the preaching, while he witnessed
and prayed for people. After he had
received the baptism in the Holy Spirit, he
telegraphed his wife with the news. She
was reluctant to believe that it was
necessary to speak with other tongues to be
Spirit-baptized, so she decided not to sit
with him on the platform, the next time
they ministered. He preached with such
anointing and power that she realized
tongues were real. It was not long, before
she was speaking in tongues, rejoicing in
greater anointing. A great Pentecostal
revival broke out in their home church,
because neither of them could keep it to
themselves. Hundreds received the
baptism; and they all spoke in tongues.

Their next meeting was in a Methodist
church in Shropshire, England. There was
bitter persecution from many people in
the small town; but the fire of revival fell
one night, and the church saw a mighty
move of God. Smith was charged up. The
next morning, he walked into the grocery
store. There were three people in the
shop. When he walked out of the store an

hour later, there were three new believers.

He had won them all to the Lord.
Carrying his bag of groceries, he walked on
down the road a little way. He saw two

women in the field, carrying buckets. He
shouted out, "Are you saved?" Somehow,
tremendous conviction came on them
both; and they dropped their buckets and
knelt down in the field to pray and weep.

That afternoon, he walked by a stone
quarry. As the men were pounding on the
great rocks, Wigglesworth walked up and
began talking about Jesus to them. It was
not long before conviction fell on them;
and many of the workmen knelt there in
the rough quarry to give their hearts to the
Lord. Big, burly men melted in tears, as
they poured out their hearts in repentance
to God.

As Smith was returning to his room
from the quarry, he passed by a saloon.
There, for some reason, two men in a -
carriage pulled up beside him, and glared
at him with obvious hatred. He did not
know the men; but he recognized instantly
that they were full of the devil. The evil
spirits in the men recognized a pure man
of God, and they became angry. For no
apparent reason, both men began to shout
and curse, and tried to injure Smith with
their whips. Hearing the commotion,
seven other heathen people ran out of the
saloon. They were cursing and shouting
as well. They acted like mad dogs.

Smith cried out, "In the name of Jesus,
in the power of the blood of Jesus, I drive
you back into your den." Suddenly they
stopped; and they all whirled around to
rush back into the saloon. The vicious
men in the carriage ran after them. Smith
Wigglesworth, still full of the Holy Ghost,
marched right in after them, and started
preaching the gospel to them.
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This was one ordinary day in the life of Wigglesworth quit his plumbing business,
an extraordinary man, who had a passion in order to devote all of his time to the
for souls. Soon after this, Smith ministry.
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The Story of Smith Wigglesworth Raising the Dead

Some people try to claim that
supernatural healings and miracles were
for the church in the Bible days, but they
are not for today. But Jesus told the
church, “..He that believeth on me, the
works that I do shall he do also; and
[greater {works)} than] these shall he do; ....”
(John 14:12) Jesus did some amazing
miracles, including raising the dead.
Today, throughout the world, there are
many miracles, signs and wonders
occurring; but most of them go
unreported. God is still healing thousands
of people from impossible diseases -- and
yes, even raising the dead.

Smith Wigglesworth was an English
plumber who ministered through the first
half of the twentieth century. He had great
zeal and anointing, and he prayed.
Thousands of people were saved, healed,
and filled with the Holy Spirit through his
ministry.

One day, he was asked to visit a woman
who was dying with a tumor. As he
looked at her, he realized that she was
beyond medical help. Her strength was
completely gone. She was a -barely
breathing skeleton. Smith said, "I know
you are very weak; but if you wish to be
healed, and cannot raise your arm, could
you please lift a finger." She was able to
move one finger slightly. Smith said to
his friend, "Let us pray, and anoint her
with oil." As they prayed, her chin
suddenly dropped, and she died. The
friend began to tremble in terror, and he
backed away, shouting, "She is dead!" He
then asked, "What shall I do?"

Wigglesworth then did something very
unusual. He seemed to become angry. He

picked up the frail woman's body by the
shoulders, carried it across the room, and
slammed her up against the wall. He
looked into the face of the corpse, and
shouted, "In the name of Jesus, I rebuke
this death!" The body began to tremble.
He then said, "In the name of Jesus, I
command you to walk!" She opened her
eyes, and walked.

Her doctor was summoned, and he
quickly came. He said, "Mr. Fisher, the
elder, told me that you were raised from
the dead. Is that true?" She said, "Yes."
He then asked her to go to a meeting that
night to give a report.

At the meeting hall, she stood on her
own feet, and said, "For many months I
have been going down to death. But I
wanted to live for my children. A man
prayed for me, and told me to lift my
finger if I wanted to live. After that, I
remember going to Glory. I saw great
crowds of people, and I heard heavenly,
joyful singing. It was lovely, and the face
of Jesus lit up everything. I was having a
beautiful time in heaven, when the Lord
suddenly pointed to me without speaking.
I knew I had to go back to earth. The next
moment, [ heard a man say, "In the name
of Jesus, I command you to walk!"

The good doctor then rose to give his
testimony. With tears and trembling lips,
he was finally able to say that he had been
praying for months for this woman. He
had informed the family to prepare for
death, for she was beyond all medical help.
He strongly encouraged everyone he knew
to go to Smith Wigglesworth's meetings if
they ever had the opportunity, for he had
God's anointing on his life.
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Promotions

The Importance of Promotions

Promotions are used in the School of
the Bible as a tool, which allows us to
excite and motivate our young people to
grow in the things of the Lord. ,

All of us are motivated by rewards.
Many companies offer bonus and
incentive plans, and even prizes, because
they have learned the effectiveness of
good promotions. Contests are held
regularly in order to entice us to buy a
product or to try some new service. The
cost of the prize never exceeds the benefit
received by the sponsor.

Our children are sold things through
promotions at school, on television, and
by a variety of sources. If we are going to
compete for their attention among these
promotions, we must be willing to utilize
our resources in order to offer our
children a healthy alternative.

Promotions have been used in Sunday
School programs throughout the country
for years. Although many promotions
have, admittedly, gotten out of hand, the
vast majority of them benefited the
kingdom of God. What is the price of a
soul? Is a hamburger too much? Is a trip to
summer camp too little? There is no price
too high. We must be good stewards of
God's money and spend it in such a way
that we have the greatest impact on the
lives of those He wants us to touch. God
does want to reach our young people. He
cares for them, and so should we.

Because of our love for our children
and our desire to offer them the kinds of
incentives necessary to motivate them to

do greater things, we are involved in
several promotions throughout the year.
Certainly, we would hope that our
children would be spiritual enough not to
need such motivations to spur them into
action. However, we cannot expect them
to be any more motivated than we are.

As adults, we demand stimuli all the
time. To come to church, many need some
special, high-priced speaker or singer. To
participate or serve, we need to be
recognized and seen for our service. Many,
but not all, need constant motivation to do
greater things for God.

Along the way, motivation becomes
less for the sake of the prize on earth and
more for the prize that God has promised
us in heaven. Please help us motivate our
young people so that, when they are
adults, they will need less stimulation and
will be filled with more anticipation for
the great things God has in store for their
lives.

Our promotions are designed to
motivate our young people to attend both
church and the School of the Bible on a
regular basis; to bring their Bibles with
them; to bring their tithes and offerings
faithfully; to bring their friends to Sunday
School on a regular basis; to learn the
importance of giving to the needy through
participating in the church’s emergency
food pantry program; and to study and to
memorize God's Word.

With these goals in mind, we have
designed a set of programs which we plan
to promote each year. These programs are
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explained on the following pages. They are
subject to change and revision; but, the
concept of the programs and the basic time
of the year during which they will be
promoted will remain somewhat constant.

Each class is encouraged to use internal
promotions in order to motivate the
students to become greater participants in
God's work. Bible memory verse contests,
attendance awards, and special projects all
add to the overall effectiveness of our

program. Special events, such as
Christmas and Easter parties, are also
encouraged. The church will also hold a
“Hallelujah Party” near Halloween in
order to provide an alternative to “Trick
or Treating” for the children of the church.
Change Sunday, when students are
promoted to the next grade, is another
time to plan special activities in order to
say good-bye to one group of students and
to welcome the new.
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Promotions

Link
Up

With
JESUS -838

The “Link Up with Jesus” promotion is
designed to encourage students to
memorize Bible verses and to increase the
attendance in the Sunday School. The
spiritual emphasis of this contest is upon
hiding God's Word in our hearts. As we
memorize His Word, we “link up” with
Him and create a bond that cannot be
broken.

This promotion is conducted in the
first quarter, and is designed to run for six
weeks. Students earn points for
attendance, bringing their Bibles,
memorizing scripture from prepared lists,
and bringing friends to Sunday School.

One of the six Sundays of this
promotion is designated as “Bonus
Sunday.” On this day, students who bring
five or more items for the church's
emergency food pantry will receive five
bonus points. Note: If your church does
not have an emergency food pantry,
substitute another activity for Bonus
Sunday.

Each point the students earn is
represented by a link in a paper chain. The
more points a student earns, the longer his
or her chain becomes.

The links in the chains are made from
colored strips of paper. A supply of links
will be provided for each classroom. There
is a different link for every category in
which a student earns points (see samples
which follow). Chains should be hung
around the room to emphasize the
students' accomplishments.

At the end of the promotion, students
will receive a prize, based upon the
number of links they have in their chain.
Every student will receive a prize of some
kind. Seven levels of prizes are available.
In addition, the five students with the
longest chains will receive a special grand
prize. A prize will also be awarded to the
class which accumulates the highest
number of links.

Select prizes of increasing value, and
list them on the “Prize List” (see sample
which follows). A Grand Prize will also
need to be selected for the top five
finishers, and a special treat arranged for
the winning class (perhaps a pizza party or
a trip to an amusement park).

Three weeks prior to the beginning of
the promotion, prepared lists of Bible
verses will be sent home with the
students. These lists will also be mailed to
the parents, along with a letter explaining
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the parents, along with a letter explaining
the promotion and asking them to help
their child(ren) memorize the verses.

Midway through the promotion, have
the students with the largest number of
links in their chains parade through the
sanctuary in order to show the
congregation what they are accomplishing.

Specific Instructions: -